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Leaving Felsham: an emigrant family’s journey to 
Australia 1849-50 

 
On the 1st day of February, 1850, the emigrant ship, “Agincourt” arrived at 
Adelaide in southern Australia.  On board were the Felsham farm labourer family – 
the Seamans – consisting of Peter Seaman, his wife Hannah, and their nine 
children.  Their 13,000 miles sea voyage from England to Australia had taken 116 
days.  As the family walked down the gangplank into a new life on a new continent 
they must have wondered what the future held in store for them.  And as they 
surveyed their new surroundings in Port Adelaide did they think back to their 
previous life in Felsham? 
 
In Felsham, twenty years earlier, Peter Batley Seaman, farm labourer, had married 
Hannah Cudbard, spinster, on 11th September 1830, in the Parish Church of St 
Peters.1  Their first son, Luke, was born on the 11th February 1833 and their first 
daughter, Rachel, on the 21st June 1834. 
 

In 1838 we know that they were 
living in a little cottage on the 
Bury Road not far from the 
Blacksmith’s Shop on Upper 
Green.2  Peter and Hannah 
Seaman were now in their early 
thirties and the number of 
children in their family had 
reached four.  They shared the 
rented cottage with another 
labouring family, Thomas and 
Sophia Pilbrow and their seven 
children, so the little cottage must 
have been very crowded.3 
 
By the time the family embarked 
on the emigrant ship at 
Gravesend on the south bank of 
the Thames estuary on the 7th 
October 1849, the number of 
children had increased to nine.   
The ship’s passenger list4 
recorded the family thus: 
 

                                            
1 The event was noted in the Parish Registers by the officiating clergyman, the Rev. Thomas 
Anderson and witnessed by three villagers: Thomas Scott, Amy Cudbard and a WW Pilbrow who 
was sufficiently literate to be able to sign his name rather than just make a mark.  [Marriages 1813-
37 Felsham Registers.  Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds, Microfiche 7 0f 9 FL5704/7] 
2 Tithe apportionment 1838: Felsham Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds Ref no. FL570/3/4 
3 There is some evidence that the Pilbrow family with seven children had moved out by 1841 and 
were living nearer the Six Bells Inn at number 13 on the map.  In the 1851 Census Returns, 
Thomas Pilbrow is described as a Journeyman Maltster and was now involved in the brewing 
trade. 
4 The Ships List, http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/australia/agincourt1850.htm. That Luke and 
Rachel are noted as “with parents” suggests that it may have been possible for children of this age 
to travel on their own.  The complete list of Agincourt passengers can be found on this website. 

http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/australia/agincourt1850.htm
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SEAMAN Peter B 42 Ag. Lab from Suffolk 

SEAMAN Hannah 41   

SEAMAN Luke 15 Labourer with parents 

SEAMAN Rachel 14 Servant with parents 

SEAMAN Eliza 13   

SEAMAN Mary 11   

SEAMAN David 10   

SEAMAN Phillip 7   

SEAMAN Emma 4   

SEAMAN Rebecca 1   

SEAMAN Peter infant   

 

 
 

James Collinson – ‘Answering the Emigrant's Letter’5 
 

On board ship the family faced the vicissitudes of a three- to four- month voyage over 
several oceans and climate zones.  They would need to endure horrendous 
seasickness in the notoriously rough English Channel and Bay of Biscay; enervating 
heat in the breathless, becalming tropics; and bitterly cold, stormy, conditions in the 
southern latitudes.  The family would also have known that life at sea could be 

                                            
5 1850, oil on panel, 70 x 89cm, reproduced by kind permission of Manchester City Art Gallery.  
Notice that it is the children answering the letter, not the parents, in this rather romanticised but 
detailed portrayal of a labouring family’s cottage interior. 
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appallingly hazardous for infants and toddlers, even on fair-weather voyages.6  But 
then child mortality rates on land in the mid-nineteenth century were pretty 
horrendous with death from childhood diseases such as measles, whooping cough 
and scarletina being particularly feared. 

Why did this large family, with three children under the age of five, leave Felsham 
and undertake a long and arduous sea voyage across the world to set up a new life in 
southern Australia?  

In the absence of local documentary sources we can only hazard a few guesses 
based on evidence gleaned from the experiences of other emigrants reported in 
diaries, letters, newspaper accounts and official documents. 

Among the factors “pushing” them away from Felsham we could list the following: 
 

• Life for an agricultural labourer family at this time was very hard and wages 
were only just above subsistence level 

• Many farm labourers were unemployed or under-employed with many only 
able to win seasonal work at times when labour was in great demand such 
as during the corn harvest.  The spectre of destitution haunted workers 
dependent on such daily waged seasonal labour 

• The family cottage in Felsham was probably cramped, over-crowded and 
unsanitary with few home comforts 

• The family may have been in receipt of out-relief from the Parish or may 
even have been threatened with being sent to the Union Workhouse at 
Onehouse near Stowmarket with all its associated horrors 

• To prevent the family becoming a burden on the poor rates, the family may 
have been encouraged to emigrate. Money may have been made available 
to pay for their passage and to equip the family for the long journey and 
their re-settlement in the colony of South Australia. 

.  
Among the factors “pulling” the family towards Australia we could suggest the 
following: 
 

• They may have seen or heard of notices in local newspapers advertising a 
free passage to Australia where there was a considerable shortage of 
labour7 

• Peter and Hannah Seaman may well have thought that life in Australia 
offered hope and opportunity for their maturing young family.  Certainly, at 
14 and 15, Luke and Rachel were of an age where they would need to think 
carefully about the security of their future employment  

• The family may well have heard of other local people including farmers who 
had sold up and headed for a new life in the colonies8 

• Perhaps, they had relatives or friends who had been convicted of a 
deportable offence and wished to be re-united with them in Australia9 

                                            
6 Robin Haines, Life and death in the age of sail: the passage to Australia, (National Maritime 
Museum, 2006) 
7 For an example of such an advertisement see Appendix A. 
8 An advert in the Bury and Norwich Post for 7th February 1849 describes how the growing crops at 
Chapel Farm, Hitcham were to be sold by auction because the tenant farmer, a Mr John Pilgrim, 
was about to emigrate to Australia 
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• Perhaps, they had relatives or friends who were already living in Australia 
and who wrote back giving details of their new-found wealth and happiness.   

 
In particular, they may have been struck by this passage in a letter10 from a recent 
Australian settler to his uncle in Pakenham and printed in the Bury & Norwich Post on 
7th February 1849: 

A daily labourer gets from four to five shillings per day, and tradesmen are getting from six to 
ten shillings a day …Female servants get from six to twelve shillings a week, according to their 
servitude; women that go washing and charing from three to five shillings per day. 

It is very unlikely that Peter Seaman earned more than 10 shillings a week labouring 
in Felsham even if he was in regular employment on one of the local farms. And 
although Hannah Seaman could have earned a few shillings doing casual seasonal 
labour such as gleaning after the Harvest, she would have been busy most of the 
time looking after the young children and babies in the family.11   Moreover, the older 
children, Luke and Rachel, probably only contributed a few shillings each week.  
Relative to this meagre family income the wages in Australia would have seemed 
incredibly generous. 

Like many agricultural labourers in Felsham, Peter Seaman may well have had a 
small garden attached to his cottage and he may also have rented an allotment from 
the village charity.12  Vegetables would have been an important addition to the 
predominately bread-based diet that existed in the village at the time. No doubt, the 
family would have been equally impressed by the Pakenham letter writer’s Arcadian 
description of the prolific nature of the crops growing in Australia: 

Our gardens grow green peas all the year round, and cucumbers about nine months out of 
a year.  You may grow two crops of potatoes and turnips a-year; onions and cabbages, 
turnips and potatoes, the best that I ever saw, and plenty of grapes, oranges and figs, 
almonds and peaches in abundance, all grow in the open gardens. 

 
The letter writer continues: 

We have left the land of starvation, and the Lord has kindly guided us to a land that is 
flowing with an abundance of all kinds of not only the necessaries of life, but its luxuries; 
with an ample supply of beautiful fresh water.   

 
After drawing water from the muddy ponds of Felsham the thought of clean water 
must have been irresistible.  The letter writer further tempts his readers declaring: 

Besides you may buy land at a pound an acre for yourselves, and farm it as well as others.  
Besides it is a free country: we have no tithes, taxes, nor rates of any kind… 

 

                                                                                                                                    
9 Read about Henry Hickmott, and his wife Sarah who emigrated to South Australia in 1849 to join 
his father and uncle convicted in 1840 of sheep stealing and sentenced to deportation at the 
genealogical website: http://homepage.mac.com/g.cheeseman/henryhickmottinsouthoz.html 
10 The Bury and Norwich Post 7 February 1849 [Bury St Edmunds Record Office] EMIGRATION 
TO AUSTRALIA Letter: Adelaide City, August 12th 1848 (See Appendix B) 
*There is an excellent overview of emigration from East Anglia throughout the 19th century, and 
which includes a discussion of “letters home” at http://www.foxearth.org.uk/Emigration2.html 
11 See: “Working women and children in 1840s Felsham”  
http://felshamhistory.blogspot.com/2011/05/working-women-and-children-in-1840s.html 
12 See: ““Down on the allotments 170 years ago” http://felshamhistory.blogspot.com/2010/12/down-
on-allotments-170-years-ago.html 
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Peter Seaman and his family, after years of drudgery in the pay of others, may have 
been attracted by the possibility of buying land and achieving an independence that 
had been denied them in Felsham. 

 

The type of small farm in Australia that Peter Seaman may have dreamed of owning one day13 

After the introduction of the New Poor Law in 1834, parishes assisted thousands of 
poor labouring class families to new lives in the British colonies.  Sometimes money 
was found by raising the poor rate, while in other cases, voluntary subscriptions were 
started to raise funds for potential emigrants.  Sometimes the authorities in the new 
colonies also provided free passage and funds for new immigrants to buy plots and 
cultivate the land.  There is some evidence that the Seaman family were South 
Australia “government passengers”14. Were they taking advantage of one of the 
United Kingdom assisted passage schemes that were available between 1847 and 
1886?  If so, how easy did they find the application process?  What were the chances 
of making a successful application? 

Certainly, Peter Seaman would have known that married male agricultural labourers, 
along with rural tradesmen and female domestic servants were highly sought after by 
the Colonial authorities.  Respectability was essential and in his application for 
assisted passage to Australia, Peter Seaman would have had to include a testimonial 
from the local clergyman and magistrate, the Rev. Thomas Anderson.  Age was also 
an important criterion for selection.  The authorities preferred married couples in the 
prime of life with older children willing and able to take up the slack in the job market.  
With four children over ten years of age, the Seaman family were ideal candidates.  
They must have been reasonably healthy too, because they would have been 
rejected before they boarded ship if there was any visible sign of infection.  They 
would also have had to show proof of smallpox vaccination, or smallpox scars, before 
being allowed to embark. 

                                            
13  J.H. Kerr’s Station, north central Victoria, 1849 
14 See, in particular, the note at the end of the diary in Appendix D. 
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In the absence of documentary evidence in the Felsham parish archives, it is difficult 
to know what local assistance was provided to the Seaman 
family.15  Certainly, the expense of emigrating unassisted 
would have been well beyond their means.  There would have 
been expenses connected with equipping the family for their 
journey, the fare for the journey from Felsham to the port of 
Gravesend in north Kent, the cost of the passage and the 
need to have some ready cash, and the Australian re-
settlement costs.  It was estimated that equipping a single 
man or woman would cost at least £4 including a travel 
chest.16  The emigration costs of sending a family with nine 
children would have been considerably more.  Almost certainly, 
the Seamans would have taken up the offer of an assisted emigration scheme, but 
the local overseers of the poor may have provided some funding for clothes etc. 

Somehow sufficient money was raised and the Seaman family left Felsham on the 
carrier’s cart to begin the first stage of their journey to Gravesend.  We do not know 
how they managed this journey.  How much walking was involved?  How was their 
luggage transported?  Did they use George Bogges’s cart?17 

 

Did they go by stagecoach or by boat from Ipswich?  Or by the new railway that had 
opened in 1846 and could take passengers from Bury St Edmunds or Stowmarket to 
London?18  If they went by the new railway, had they travelled by train before?  Many 
country people at the time were terrified by the speed and noise of trains.  The fastest 

                                            
15 For example, there is a gap after1847 in the Overseers’ Account Books for Felsham.  
16 Letter: “A list of articles absolutely necessary for a fit-out to Australia”, August 9th, 1848. See 
Appendix G.  There is also an interesting series of documents relating to the emigration of a Jane 
Frampton at the expense of the church wardens 1850 in Beaminster, Dorset.  See: 
http://www.opcdorset.org/BeaminsterFiles/Beaminster.htm  
The painted emigrant’s chest can be seen among a comprehensive collection of similar items on 
the MUSEUM VICTORIA website 
17 George Bogges was the Felsham carrier at about this time. See: C. Bornett, Felsham village life 
in 1840: the main documentary evidence (WalkingKit Publications, 2011) Photo from 
http://mprobb.wordpress.com/2011/06/02/william-holdsworth-cordwainer-or-carrier/ 
18 D, Dymond & E. Martin (eds.), An historical atlas of Suffolk, (Ipswich, 1999) Archaeology 
Service, SCC,  

Painted Emigrant’s 
trunk, 1854 

http://www.opcdorset.org/BeaminsterFiles/Beaminster.htm
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speed they would have experienced in their Felsham life was probably the jogging 
pace of the horse pulling the carrier’s cart. 

Did they go to Tilbury and cross the Thames to Gravesend by ferry or did they 
change trains near Tower Bridge?  When they arrived at Gravesend did they have to 
wait before boarding their ship?  If they had to wait, did they have sufficient money to 
stay in private lodgings or did they use one of the government emigration depots? 

Whatever the means and whatever the wait, the family were certainly in Gravesend 
by 7th October 1849 when their boat, the Agincourt19, weighed anchor and headed 
down the Thames estuary and into the English Channel, stopping briefly at Plymouth 
to pick up more passengers, before sailing south towards the Bay of Biscay and on to 
the Antipodes. 

 

A photograph of one of the few surviving barques photographed at the end 
 of the 19th Century and similar in appearance to the Agincourt20 

 
Introduction to life aboard ship must have been traumatic for both the parents and the 
children of the Seaman family.  It was very unlikely that they had travelled further 
than Bury St Edmunds or Stowmarket in their old life at Felsham.  Now, they had not 
only travelled to London, they would have to get use to the routines and hardships of 
life on a 19th century sailing ship with the prospect at being at sea for at least three 
months accompanied by over two hundred other passengers in accommodation 
described as “steerage”, which offered only the most basic amenities, typically with 
limited toilet use, no privacy to speak of, and food and water of variable quality21. 

It appears that there was only one other family from Suffolk making the voyage: a 
gardener named John Smith, his wife Susannah, and their four children.  The other 

                                            
19 See Appendix C: The Agincourt, built 1844.   
20 Source of photo: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barque 
21 In spite of this variable quality the food could be very nourishing.  In spite of the monotony of the 
diet by modern standards, many emigrants had never eaten better in their lives. 
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passengers included people from Ireland, Scotland and many counties in southern 
England.   A relatively large proportion came from Wiltshire and Lincolnshire.22  
Children were very much in evidence.  Those under 14 years of age made up over a 
quarter of the total number of emigrants on board the Agincourt. 

 

Map showing the route taken by the “Agincourt” from England to South Australia 

There are many excellent sources of information describing life on board 19th 
century emigrant ships bound for Australia. The diaries written by some of the 
passengers are especially detailed and vivid.23  We are fortunate in that an 
Australian descendant of the Seaman family obtained a copy of a diary kept by 
one of the other passengers on the very same voyage.24 
 
The diary recorded the weather, wind speed and the roughness of the sea – all 
key factors on such a long journey under sail.  Births and deaths were also noted.  
There were five births and one death of a newly-born infant: 
 

The funeral took place in the evening just before sunset. The body was wrapped in a piece 
of sail and placed on the grating by the side of the ship, and at the words, "We therefore 
commit this body to the deep," slid off into the sea, and was instantly lost to sight in the 
troubled waters." 
 
Simple words and an ordinary happening, but one of the risks which mothers had to face in 
undertaking the voyage to "the promised land." The sliding of that tiny sail-wrapped body 
into the rough sea at nightfall is an ineffaceable memory. Indeed, sea life in those times 
was difficult for children. 

 
Even so, the diary notes that the welfare of the children was not forgotten, for 
despite the rigours of the voyage, a “school has been kept on board every day 
weather permitting.” One of the assigned duties of the ship’s surgeon was to 

                                            
22 See Appendix E: Agincourt emigrants 1849-50: their county of origin 
23 See, in particular, P. Pennington, William Wood’s Diary: a story of nineteenth century emigration 
on board the sailing ship “Constance” in 1852, (Ardnamona Publishers, 2002) 
24 Appendix D: DIARY: The Voyage of the emigrant ship Agincourt, 1849-50 
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appoint one of the passengers as a teacher.  At the end of the voyage the teacher 
was granted a gratuity of £5.25   
 
Did the Seaman children attend such a school?  We do not know.  But we can be 
sure that this long voyage must have been very “educational” in the modern 
sense:  geography, science, and technology would all have featured in the 
children’s covert maritime curriculum. 

 
 

 
 

 
For example, the children might well have been fascinated by the regular ritual of 
“heaving the log” which was a technique used to measure the speed of the ship 
through the water.  This involved dropping a “log” into the water and measuring the 
length of line it pulled off a reel in a given period of time. 

 

 
Emigrants on deck.  London Illustrated News 

                                            
25 The role of the surgeon superintendent was of central importance to the overall welfare of 
emigrants.  This was recognised in the granting of a gratuity to the ship’s surgeon at the end of the 
voyage which could amount to a sum between 10 shillings and £1 for each emigrant that reached 
their destination. 
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Another diary26, written on a previous voyage of the Agincourt in 1848, provides 
further insights into the life of emigrants on board ship: 
 

The emigrants found that except for one side of the Poop Deck, which was reserved for the 
Ship's Officers, they had practically a full run of the Ship. For the first few days they 
became absorbed in observing the crew at work, holy-stoning the decks, etc., and listened 
to the sailors singing sea shanties, whilst the children explored the ship and relayed their 
findings to the grown ups.  
 
There were skylights to let in light below deck and also "bull's eyes", which were thick 
rounded glass inserts in the ship's deck.  
 
The mess tables were long wooden benches with raised edges to counter rough seas and 
their seats were fixed long planks. Each meal time had two sittings as follows:-  

Breakfast: 8am and 9am 
Dinner: 1pm and 2pm 
Supper: 5pm and 6pm 
  

Two daily medical parades were scheduled - one at 10 am and the other at 5 pm.  
There were no special baths; it was either saltwater showers on deck or basin and sponge 
in the cabin. Fresh water was very limited, the issue being one gallon each per day for 
drinking, cooking and washing. There were, however, some salt water closets available.  
 
The sleeping quarters had long wooden bunks set in tiers and partitioned off into cabins 
along the centre of the ship. Mattresses were of fibre and were removable for airing. Each 
passenger was issued with a blanket and each family was issued with a commode.  

 

 
Roll call and medical parade 

 
Accommodation for steerage passengers was temporarily erected then removed 
to allow cargo to be carried on the return journey.  The structure was very 
primitive: two rows of bunks one above the other ran all round the ship on the main 
deck: young unmarried men in the fore-hatch, the married and children under 12 
years in the main hatch and unmarried women in the after hatch27.   
                                            
26 “Bert Archer’s Diary”.  See: http://www.angelfire.com/al/aslc/Tulle80.html    
27 Under these arrangements Luke and Rachel Seaman would have been separated from their 
family.  See the plan below (p12) for a slightly different arrangement of the living quarters. 

http://www.angelfire.com/al/aslc/Tulle80.html
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There were 216 steerage passengers on the AGINCOURT, and space below 
decks was at a premium and probably extremely smelly, dark, noisy and lousy.   
 

 
Emigrants at dinner 

 
A long table and forms in the centre of the hold provided seating. The cubicle or 
bunk space was usually six foot by two foot for single persons and married 
couples had the luxury of another one and half feet. Between the cubicles there 
were hooks for holding bags that contained what the passenger needed on the 
voyage- clothing, eating utensils, food and other bits and pieces. 
 

The passengers’ chests and boxes 
containing what they were taking to 
Australia were stowed beneath them 
in the hold. The chests were 
regularly brought up on deck for “an 
airing” and to enable the passengers 
gain access to their belongings.  The 
open hatchway provided light and 
ventilation.  
 
The contrast with the relatively 
luxurious cabin accommodation, 
where the captain, surgeon and ten 
first-class passengers were housed, 
was stark indeed.  The passengers 
travelling in the cabin-class were the 
Rev. J. Watson, wife and child; Miss 
Small and servant; Mr William Main, 
wife and child; Mr J Tolson; and Mr L 
Glyde.  It would be interesting to 

know whether any conversation was carried on between these august personages 
and the labourers and servants in steerage class. 
 

                                                                                                                                    
 

Illustrated London News 1845 
Illustrated London News 1845 
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Food allowances for the assisted passengers were set by regulation with more 
generous allowances for paying passengers.  Each adult was allocated 3¼lb of 
preserved meats and salted beef and pork. Ham and fish was reserved for paying 
passengers. Cereals included ships biscuit 3½lb, flour 3lb, oatmeal 1pt and rice 
½lb. Vegetables were in short supply with an allocation of dried peas ½pt and 
potatoes 3½lb. Other items included sugar, lime juice, tea, coffee, butter, cheese, 
raisins, suet, pickles, mustard, pepper and salt.  A three quart allowance of water 
was provided daily. 
 
The Seaman family may have found the weekly food allowance quite generous 
compared with their frugal diet back in Felsham.  It would be interesting to know 
what they thought of the hard ships biscuits!  Certainly as the middle of January 
arrived and they had been travelling for over three months the monotonous diet of 
preserved food and lack of fresh vegetables must have begun to pall. 
 
To while away the time below decks, the family may well have played games such 
as chess, backgammon and cards.  On deck they may have played shovel-board, 
i.e. the sliding of round flat wooden discs along the deck into nine numbered 
squares.  Scanning the horizon for other boats would have been popular with the 
occasional excitement of spotting whales and dolphins.  Daily constitutional walks 
along the main deck may have been undertaken by the adults when the weather 
permitted. 
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Plan of emigrant ship between decks28 
From January onwards the diary entries show an increasing anxiety for the end of 
the journey.  The chief interest now is the direction of the wind, the number of 
miles accomplished, and the distance yet to be traversed.  At this time a rather 
bizarre event is also noted: the capture of an albatross, which was afterwards 
freed with a card tied to its neck with the name and position of the ship written 
upon it. 
 
Eventually land (Terra Australis) was sighted on the last day of January and the 
entry for February 1st 1850 joyously declares: 
 

This morning, for the first time, we see the sun rise behind the hills of South 
Australia. We are arrived, my good friends! 

 

 
 
The Sydney Shipping Gazette February 16th 1850 reported: 
 

February 1, the Barque Agincourt 669 tons, Cumberland Master, from Gravesend 7 Oct. 
and Plymouth 10 Oct. – 1st ship from England to South Australia with government 
passengers for 1850: Dr. Edward Gregory, Surgeon-Superintendent, with 257 emigrants; 
five births and one death in passage. 29 

 
 
The Seaman family had arrived in Australia.  They may not have disembarked 
immediately.  On dropping anchor one of the first things that would have occurred 
would be the arrival of emigration agents bringing supplies of fresh produce: green 
peas, lettuces, spring onions, etc.  The emigrants would also have been asked 
their opinion about welfare on board the ship to check that everything had been 
conducted according to the regulations.   

                                            
28 The Agincourt’s arrangement was slightly different to the one shown here.  But it was considered 
to be well fitted out and “well found” in every particular.  See Appendix C. 
29 Quoted at http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/australia/agincourt1850.htm 

View of Port Adelaide, South Australia, 1847 by George French 
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For the first couple of weeks the family may have stayed on board ship or they 
may have stayed in tents ashore until arrangements were made to move them to 
places where workers were needed.  We do not know where they settled first, but 
we do know from the efforts of the genealogists among their descendants, that a 
final child was born: Elisha Seaman on 14th February 1853 at a place called 
Morphett Vale not far south from Port Adelaide.  So, perhaps, this was where they 
made their first home in their newly adopted country. 
 

*** 
 

 
George Smith, As cold water is to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country, 1864 
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Appendix A: 
 
Bury & Norwich Post, 31 March 1841 Advert: emigration to Australia 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN PACKET SHIPS 
TO PORT PHILLIP AND SYDNEY 

 
Person intending to proceed to AUSTRALIA, are respectfully informed that Ships 
are despatched, from LONDON and PLYMOUTH, for the above ports, every 
month throughout the year, on fixed days, with strict punctuality.  They are all of 
the first class, and of large tonnage; having poops, and the best possible 
accommodations; carry experienced Surgeons; and are liberally fitted and 
supplied with every essential to the comfort of CABIN, INTERMEDIATE, & 
STEERAGE PASSENGERS. 
 
A FREE PASSAGE will be granted by these fine Vessels, to suitable Married 
Agricultural Labourers and Mechanics, and also to Single Females, if in 
accordance with the Colonial Regulations. 
 
The demand for Labour in the Colony is EXTREMELY URGENT, and every 
competent and well conducted person may reckon, with certainly, on immediate 
and constant employment, at liberal wages.  All particulars may be known on 
application (post-paid) to Mr. JOHN MARSHALL, Australian Emigration Agent, 26, 
Birchin Lane, Cornhill, London.  An Agent wanted to Bury & its neighbourhood.  
Particulars of Mr. Iron, 9, Honey Hill, Bury. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information about Mr John Marshall, the Agent mentioned above can be 
found at:  
http://www.fairhall.id.au/resources/journey/eastsussex%20emigration.htm  
 
This website also has a comprehensive collection of resources in relation to 
emigration in East Sussex in the 1830s. 
 
 

http://www.fairhall.id.au/resources/journey/eastsussex%20emigration.htm
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Appendix B: 
 
Letter in The Bury and Norwich Post 7 February 1849 [Suffolk Records 
Office, Bury St Edmunds] 
 
EMIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA 
 
The following letter has been received from a working man who emigrated from 
Wisbeach, addressed to his uncle at Pakenham, near this town: - 
 
Adelaide City, August 12th 
 
Dear Uncle and Aunt, - We think it a great privilege that God has given us another 
opportunity of writing to you to inform you that we are both in good health, thanks 
be to God for it.  We had a beautiful passage to Adelaide; we could not wish a 
finer one, were but ninety-five days from port to port, about eighteen thousand 
miles from England.   
 
But, dear uncle, I wish that all of you were here with us, for if you will me believe 
we have left the land of starvation, and the Lord has kindly guided us to a land that 
is flowing with an abundance of all kinds of not only the necessaries of life, but its 
luxuries; with an ample supply of beautiful fresh water.   
 
A daily labourer gets from four to five shillings per day, and tradesmen are getting 
from six to ten shillings a day, such as carpenters, wheelwrights, butchers, mason, 
brick-makers, and many others.  I am getting my living at tinkering and grinding, as 
there is no other here at present but myself out of a population of forty-three 
thousand  inhabitants, and we want a hundred times as many more. 
 
Dear uncle, I hope that some of my cousins and friends will make application and 
come here as soon as possible, for, in a few years, if they are industrious, they 
may have sufficient to live on in their old days.  Farmers’ labourers get from twelve 
shillings to fifteen shillings per week, and their house rent and firing, and twelve 
pounds of flour, twelve of mutton or beef, two pounds of sugar, and half a pound of 
tea.   
 
Besides you may buy land at a pound an acre for yourselves, and farm it as well 
as others.  Besides it is a free country: we have no tithes, taxes, nor rates of any 
kind.  I do not know of any license for any one thing but beer and spirits, and that I 
have not tasted since we came to the colony, and I hope that God will keep us 
from it while I live.   
 
This is a beautiful country, and about three thousand miles across it, while 
England is hardly three hundred.  We have but one prison in the colony.  We have 
no unions, nor yet any one going about asking charity; for all are at work, and are 
well paid for it.  Trade is increasing very rapidly, as there are a great many 
emigrants from nearly all parts.   
 
We have no snow here, only a little rime frost.  This is now the middle of winter 
with us, and I have not seen any ice at all since I left England.  Our gardens grow 
green peas all the year round, and cucumbers about nine months out of a year.  
You may grow two crops of potatoes and turnips a-year; onions and cabbages, 
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turnips and potatoes, the best that I ever saw, and plenty of grapes, oranges and 
figs, almonds and peaches in abundance, all grow in the open gardens. 
 
If any of you intend emigrating out here make no delay.  All you that come bring 
plenty of pots and kettles, earthenware, and such things, as you want in a house, 
such as you can well pack in your boxes; bring all the tools you possibly can, for 
they are very expensive here; bring plenty of hatchet handles or hammer handle, 
or for any tool that may want handles.  You will want them, as our wood will not 
suit for that purpose, it splinters very much.  A good riving hatchet, or as may as 
you can get, you will find very useful, as they are very expensive here – all tools 
are.   
 
You need not fear the passage, for it is a pleasant one.  We have ships coming 
from England, and going there, almost every week; but if you were to send me a 
hundred pounds, and give me a house to live in when I landed, I would not come 
back.  We have the same God here as we had in England, - and that to bless us, 
and all that look to him. 
 
I am earning between two and three pounds weekly, and out of that I allow twelve 
shillings a week for the house for living, and my house is eight shillings a week, 
and now I can save more that I could earn at home.  Female servants get from six 
to twelve shillings a week, according to their servitude; women that go washing 
and charing from three to five shillings per day.  As servants are so scarce, a great 
many ladies have to do their own work themselves.  Clothing is very little dearer 
here that at home, according to wages.  If any females come, bring plenty of pins 
and needles and such like; for they are very dear.  
 
If any of come send me a letter, and I will meet you at the port, and find you a 
house until you can get one for yourselves. 
 

So we remain your’s, dear friends, 
 

ROBERT and MARY ANN WALDEN, 
 

City of Adelaide, South Australia 
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Appendix C:  
 
THE AGINCOURT built 1844 
 
The AGINCOURT was a privately owned barque of 669 tons, registered at London, and it 
operated out of the Port of London. It was built in 1844 at Sunderland shipyards on the 
Wear River in the County of Durham by CHARLES LAING for the Duncan Dunbar line, 
one of England's wealthiest ship owners. It was considered to be well fitted out and was 
said to be "well found" in every particular. It was well suited for the conveyance of 
Immigrants, although the arrangements of the berths amidships, owing to her small size, 
was deemed by the Immigration Board to be not so advantageous as the usual method of 
placing them on the sides.  
 
Her dimensions were length 127 ft, breadth 30.5ft, and depth 2lft4. The legislators of 
those days seem to have fiddled with tonnages, as in l843 the barque AGINCOURT was 
described as "543 tons (old Act), 669 tons (new Act)." By 1852 they were back to using 
the old Act and in 1884 she was rated at 562 tons.  
 
In 1846 the AGINCOURT is recorded as having her jib-boom snapped at Gravesend 
before sailing to Australia, arriving in Sydney 25th June, 1846 and seems to have been a 
familiar sight in Australian ports. She also came to Sydney in 1848.  
 
The Ship's Doctor in 1848 was Richard Atkinson - one of his assigned duties was the 
appointment of a passenger as a Teacher for the children and another passenger to assist 
him as an Orderly in the Ship's Hospital. He selected two emigrants whom he considered 
best suited to the jobs. At the completion of the voyage the Doctor recommended that a 
gratuity of £5 be granted each.  
 
The AGINCOURT left Gravesend on 7th Oct 1849, via Plymouth 10 Oct 1849 with 
Captain Cumberland as Master, and arrived at Port Adelaide on 1st Feb 1850. There were 
267 Passengers, ten of whom had cabin accommodation. 
 
Source of information: 
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/1850agincourtJourney.htm  

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/1850agincourtJourney.htm
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Appendix D: 
 
DIARY: The voyage of the emigrant ship Agincourt 1849-50 
 
--An Unfavourable Start.-- 
"Winds were contrary at first." This "Journal of the Passage of the Sailing Ship 
Agincourt" opens with this entry:- 
"October 10th, 1849. At 6 o'clock this morning we sailed from Plymouth, but the 
winds were not so favourable as we would like. We got down to the Lizard Light, 
and the same evening the wind was very high and strong". On October 20 the 
entry runs:-"The wind is still contrary, and we have been running back". Next day 
comes: - "We are still in the Channel, but in the evening we again passed the 
Lizard Light, and got clear of the land. No services on board." For one day they 
had fair winds, and they passed the Scilly Isles. "To-day many are very sick." Cold 
and rough weather followed, but by October ? the writer notes:-"The emigrants 
are better, and there is now a good breeze." On the 29th he notes, "Many small 
birds in the rigging," and the next day a hawk was caught there.  
 
On November 3 he writes, "The weather is now warm. We passed the Island of 
Madeira last night." He begins missing days by this time, but notes, "We have 
beautiful mornings and splendid evenings. We are now in the trade winds." On 
November 9 the writer mentions:- "It is so hot we obliged to sleep on deck." On 
the same day he notes the birth of a child to Mrs. Maslin. On the 13th they 
signalled a ship -The Indian Queen, bound for Ceylon. The ship came near, and 
next day, "One of the passengers came on board and returned after breakfast." 
On the 17th he notes another birth. 
 
--Excitement and a Christening.-- 
On November 26 the Agincourt crossed the Line. Next day the diarist writes, "The 
sailors' holiday. The custom of shaving was kept up." From subsequent comments 
the proceedings appear to have been rather festive. On the 29th came a fear of 
attack, which was quite a possibility. "A ship is seen and supposed to be a pirate, 
and some ammunition is got ready should that be the case, but at night she 
disappeared." 
On December 2 he writes: "After service to-day the two children were christened 
and name after the ship" - so there were afterwards among the passengers two 
little folk called Agincourt Maslin and Agincourt Lambert, probably with other first 
names. Another infant was born on December 6. Rough weather set in just before 
Christmas, but on the 24th he writes:- "This is Christmas Day, and some are 
getting the puddings ready, some singing hymns, some songs, some playing 
music, some playing cards, while others are talking of many Christmas Days they 
have spent at home." It was that night that Baby Steadman was born. Christmas 
Day was stormy, but service was held. On the 27th he notes that they are still 
"5,026 miles from Adelaide," and on the 31st they had a run "230 miles in the last 
24 hours," and that "most of the emigrants kept up till after 12 o'clock because it 
was the last day of the year." 
 
--A Burial at Sea.- 
The New Year begins with a fair breeze, contrary winds, slow progress followed; 
but a strong though favourable wind blew on January 5 and 6. On the 7th the 
entry runs: "This morning the first death occurred since we have been aboard, a 
child belonging to Mrs. Maslin. It was buried in the usual way. The funeral took 
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place in the evening just before sunset. The body was wrapped in a piece of sail 
and placed on the grating by the side of the ship, and at the words, "We therefore 
commit this body to the deep," slid off into the sea, and was instantly lost to sight 
in the troubled waters." 
Simple words and an ordinary happening, but one of the risks which mothers had 
to face in undertaking the voyage to "the promised land." The sliding of that tiny 
sail-wrapped body into the rough sea at nightfall is an ineffaceable memory. 
Indeed, sea life in those times was difficult for children. Their welfare was not 
forgotten, however, in the direction of education. On January 11 the diarist notes, 
"The wind wild, but fair for us.  School has been kept on board every day weather 
permitting, since we left Plymouth." 
 
-- The End of the Voyage. - 
From this time the entries show increasing anxiety for the end of the journey. The 
direction of the wind, the number of miles accomplished, the 
distance yet to be traversed form the chief interest, though the capture of an 
albatross, afterwards freed with a card tied to its neck with the name and position 
of the ship written upon it, is noted, and the sight of a number of grampuses. On 
January 22nd they were off Cape Leeuwin. On the 
30th they were 120 miles from Kangaroo Island, and the anchor chain was got on 
deck and preparations made for landing, but a dead calm fell. 
 
They sighted land on the 31st, and the entry for February 1st is: "This morning, 
for the first time, we see the sun rise behind the hills of South 
Australia. We are arrived, my good friends!"  
 

They had been 124 days on the water. In connection with this record it is of interest to note 
a passage in the fourth annual report of the South Australian Commissioners, who 
expressed satisfaction that the "Continuous and increasing emigration has been conducted 
without a single accident of a serious character to any one of the vessels employed by us 
for the conveyance of passengers to South Australia. Out of 11,689 souls embarked there 
have been, as far as the accounts enable us to determine, 196 deaths. The mortality has 
occurred principally among children of a tender age." The report adds that from regulations 
made they hoped for a lower infant mortality. In the rolls of old colonists it is not unusual to 
meet with names given in memory of ships or their captains to children born and christened 
on shipboard. 
 

Source of information: Seaman Family Genealogy by Ross Carter. 
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Appendix E:   
 
Agincourt emigrants 1849-50: their county of origin 

 
 
 
In the Agincourt ships list, the Occupation column shows that most of the 257 “steerage” 
passengers were entered as Agricultural Labourers or the dependents of Agricultural Labourers.  
There are a few shepherds and only four craftsmen. All of the single women were classified as 
Servants except for one seamstress and one nursemaid. 
 
This emphasis on agricultural employment is mirrored in the distribution of the counties from which 
they were drawn.  The maps show that these are primarily rural counties many of which may have 
been suffering from unemployment or under-employment.  Lincolnshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Middlesex and Wiltshire were the English counties providing the largest number of emigrants.  
Labourers in these counties may have been amongst the worst paid in the country. 
 
Passengers embarked on the Agincourt at both Gravesend near London and at Plymouth in 
Devon.  We do not have separate lists for Gravesend and Plymouth embarkations but we can 
assume that most of the emigrants in the eastern counties headed for Gravesend, whilst those in 
the west, from Wiltshire to Cornwall, would have found embarkation at Plymouth more convenient. 
 
Liverpool would have been more accessible for the Irish and Scottish emigrants, but this port was 
largely the point of embarkation for passengers heading for America.  If they preferred the 
opportunities available in Australia they would have had to make their way to the southern ports. 

County of origin: families 
(49 families, i.e. 197 individuals) 

County of origin: single men and women 
 (37 men, 23 women) 
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Appendix F: 
 
Timeline of events: South Australia 1834-185130 
 
This timeline illustrates the speed in which the colony of South Australia grew over 
a period of less than twenty years.  The population increase is astonishing: in 1836 
it was only 546, while by 1850 it had increased to a staggering 63,700 
 
1829 - A group in Britain led by Edward Gibbon Wakefield were looking to start a colony 
based on free settlement rather than convict labour. After problems in other Australian 
colonies arising from existing settlement methods, the time was right to form a more 
methodical approach to establishing a colony. In 1829 an imprisoned Wakefield wrote a 
series of letters about systematic colonisation which were published in a daily newspaper. 
He suggested that instead of granting free land to settlers as had happened in other 
colonies, the land should be sold. The money from land purchases would be used solely 
to transport labourers to the colony free of charge, who were responsible and skilled 
workers rather than paupers and convicts. Land prices needed to be high enough so that 
workers who saved to buy land of their own remained in the workforce long enough to 
avoid a labour shortage.  
1836 - The first migrants to South Australia arrive on board the Duke Of York, landed at 
Kangaroo Island - July 20, 1836. We understand that the following may also have come to 
South Australia during 1836: The Cremona, Isabella, William, Eagle, Mary Ann from 
Launceston; Australia from Gothenburg; Success, Truelove from Sydney; Vansittart from 
Hobart  
1836 - Population estimate at December 31 - 546 persons. First school in colony opened - 
on Kangaroo Island. 
1837 - The first newspaper in South Australia printed. Supreme Court of South Australia 
established. 
1837 - Population estimate - 3,273 persons 
1838 - Total livestock approx 480 horses, 2,500 cattle, 28,000 sheep. 86 acres under 
cultivation including 20 acres for wheat. 
1838 - Population estimate 31 December - 6,000. Recorded births 83, deaths 67 and 
marriages 75. 
1840 - Port Adelaide opened - replacing the old Port of Adelaide "Port Misery".  
1840 - Population estimate 14,600. Immigration was 2,992 persons (recorded).  
1845 - Assisted migration resumed. Immigration recorded 2,336 persons and emigration 
449. 
1847 - Population estimate 31 December - 31,153. Immigration recorded was 5,645 
persons and emigration 885. 
1849 - Population estimate 31 December - 52,904. Immigration recorded was 16,166 
persons and emigration 2,694. 
1850 - Population estimate 31 December - 63,700.Immigration recorded was 10,358 
persons and emigration 4,221.  
1850 - The British Parliament passes an Act granting representative government to South 
Australia.  
1850 - The postal system included 63 Post Offices and handled 266,588 letters and 
393,177 newspapers. Income was £5,413.  
 
 

                                            
30 Information based on more detailed timeline on this Australian website: 
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/South%20Australian%20Timeline%201834-51.htm   
 

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/South%20Australian%20Timeline%201834-51.htm
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Appendix G: 
 
Extract from a circular letter to Poor Law authorities considering aiding local 
people to emigrate: 
 
66,67 & 10 Cornhill London… 
August 9th, 1848 
 
A list of articles absolutely necessary for a fit-out to Australia, New Zealand, 
etc. supplied by S W Silver and Co Clothiers, Outfitters and Contractors, No 4 
Bishopsgate Street within London, and St George’s Crescent, Liverpool. 
 

2 Jackets 

2 Waistcoats 

2 Pairs of Trowsers 

1 Duck Frocks31 

12 Shirts 

12 Pairs of Stockings 

8 Handkerchiefs 

6 Towels 

2 Pairs of Braces 

2 Sheets, Counterpane32, Blanket and Bed 

1 Cap and Weather Hat33 

2 Pairs of Shoes 

1 Hair Brush and Comb 

1 Razor and Shop Box and Glass 

1 Knife and Fork, plate, Mug, Table and Tea Spoon 

6 lbs of Soap, and Needles and Thread etc 

1 Chest 

for Four Pounds Net 
 
 

                                            
31 Duck is a strong linen or cotton fabric (canvas) used especially for outer clothing.  Duck frocks 
were a labourer’s shirt or smock, a traditional English garment simply constructed from rectangles 
and squares and gathered (usually smocked) onto the collar or a yoke.  These garments were worn 
both for work and leisure… 
32 Counterpane is a bedspread 
33 Weather hat: presumably a rubberised sou-wester.  The company seems to have specialised in 
water-proof fabrics. 


