
 More about the moats of Felsham 
- Definition: A moat is an enclosure, surrounding a building or garden, 
with substantial wet or dry ditches. 
- Moat building was a constant feature of medieval land settlement from 
the late 12th century to the late 15th century.  However, the majority were 
built before 1350.   
- Most of the buildings enclosed by moats are very rarely contemporary 
with the construction of the moats. 
- The distribution of moats gives an indication of how land within the 
parish of Felsham was divided into manors or independent farmsteads. 
-Moats had a variety of functions including drainage, shelter or protection, 
water supply and food source.  Sometimes the moats are adjoined by fish-
ponds which could provide wild duck, bitterns and swans for the medieval 
table as well as fish for non-meat days.   
- It has been argued that moats were status symbols: the common 
yeoman could not afford a castle but he could have a moat!  Presumably, 
the bigger, squarer, broader and regular the moat the greater the prestige 
they provided their owner. 

 

 

 

 

Stone Farm, [like Poplar Farm also], was 
clearly moated in earlier times.  
Comparing the Tithe map of 1838 with 
the first OS map of 1895 you can see 
how the eastern arm of the original three-
sided moat was filled in sometime 
between those two dates. 

- Capel Farm in the west of the parish was a manor at 
Domesday.  However, this does not mean that its 
moat is of the same date. 
- The parish boundary runs along the north line of the 
moat. 
- The homestead is surrounded by a rectangular moat 
about 8m in ditch width.  On the Tithe map the garden 
layout is clearly visible. 
- There are two access points across the moat which 
may have been causeways or bridges. 
- There is another moated area, of about an acre in 
size, abutting the main moat and with an average 
ditch width of about 3.5m.  This may have contained 
farm buildings at some time previous to 1838. 

 

 

South of Brooke Hall farm there is 
moat with no building and no 
evidence of original habitation.  
This may be due to the fact that the 
original house, built of wood, has 
rotted clean away.  This moat and 
the fish-pond to which it is 
connected by a channel at the 
north-east corner are fed by a small 
stream flowing eastward. 
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- Felsham Hall was the site of the manor of 
Maiden Hall prior to 1234.   
- The moat forms a rough rectangle with a 
solid causeway for access in the south-east 
corner.  This may have been later infill where 
a bridge may have been positioned.  Both the 
estate map of 1729 and the tithe map of 1838 
show a small bridge on the west side of the 
moat. 
- The moat is irregular in width: the north side 
is about 15m, the other sides about 7m. 
- The pond to the north of the moat may have 
functioned as a fish pond or source of water 
for animals, including pigeons nesting in the 
dovecote nearby. 

Source of information: Clive Paine: “Moated sites in West Suffolk” Maps reproduced by kind permission of the Suffolk Record Office 

Reproduced by kind permission of Suffolk Record Office [Ipswich] 

Walking Kit designs Read more about Felsham moats at http://felshammoats.blogspot.com/  

http://felshammoats.blogspot.com/

