
The Risbys of Felsham 
 
During his retirement at Felsham House in the 
1930s and 1940s, Sir John Tilley (1869-1952) 
carried out some valuable research into 
Felsham’s history.1  He must have had an 
extensive library or at least good access to a 
range of archival documents because his 
writings on Tudor and Stuart times in Felsham 
are very enlightening.  His research into the 
Risby family is excellent.  Below are extracts 
from his writings illustrated with photographs of 
the family coat of arms engraved on flagstones 
in the Chancel of Felsham Church. 
 

 
 
“… Another part of Felsham was sold in 1550 by Sir 
Nicholas L'Estrange to William Risby. He died in the 
following year and left the Manor of Felsham to his 
son, Thomas. This I take from Lavenham wills; but 
Copinger, in his "Manors of Suffolk," says that the 
heir was Robert.  According to the summary of wills 
in Ranson's little book on Lavenham, Robert received 
under his father's will the Manor of Thorpe Morieux.  
Possibly Thomas died soon afterwards and the 
manors were united, as they certainly were later. 
John Risby, baptised at Kettlebaston, July 22nd, 
1639, is described in the family pedigree as of 
Thorpe Morieux and Felsham. 
 
The Risbys were wealthy clothiers of Lavenham, then 
a very prosperous place, and were connected by 
marriage with Thomas Spring, widely known as The 
rich clothier," who with de Vere, Earl of Oxford (The 
Earl of Earls Hall at Cockfield) built the great Church 
at Lavenham. The manor of Felsham, or rather, to 
make things clearer, the manors of Brook Hall and 
Maidenhall, remained in the possession of the Risby 
family till nearly the middle of the 18th century, when 
the male line died out, and the manors passed in the 
female line to the Fiskes and then to the Harrisons.  

1 Tilley, John A.C., Notes for the History of Felsham, 
1951 (unpublished monograph) 

Katherine Risby, whose will was proved in 1745, left 
Brook (or Broke) Hall to her nephew, the Rev. John 
Fiske, whose daughter married a Harrison. The 
manorial rights, or some part of them, were still in the 
possession of the Harrisons in my lifetime- but Brook 
Hall had been sold to the Scotts not long before I 
was born (in 1869). Now, if there is a Lord of the 
Manor, it is Miss Harrison, who lives at Colchester.   
 
Several members of the Risby family are buried in 
the Chancel of Felsham Church, but I believe that 
their principal seat was at Thorpe Morieux. In the 
early 18th century a younger son, Heigham Risby, 
was living at Brook Hall. He died in 1740 and was 
buried in Felsham Church.” 
 
Note by CB:  In the Suffolk Hearth Tax Returns 1674 
THORPE MORIEUX John Risby, Esq. had 11 
hearths 
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Coat of Arms 

Here lyeth the Body of JOHN RISBY, ESQ. late of 
Thorpe Hall, in this County, who had to wife, 
ELIZABETH,  the only Daughter of Francis 

Cornwallis, Esq., late of the County of Norfolk, by 
whom he had Issue, 3 sons and 6 daughters, who 
Departed this Life, 1st Day of May, 1687, in the 49th 

Year of his Age. 
* 

Coat of Arms 
Here Lyeth the Body of ELIZABETH RISBY, who was 
Wife of JOHN RISBY, ESQ., and Daughter of Francis 
Corwallis, Esq., who departed this Life, 13th January, 

1705, aged 64 years. 
* 

Coat of Arms 
Here lieth Interred, the Body of HEIGHAM RISBY, 

ESQ. who departed this life, 10th July, 1740, aged 64 
* 

Coat of Arms 
Here Lyeth the Body of KATHERINE RISBY, who 

departed this Life 31st October, 1747, aged 65 
 

 

                                            


