
19th century TRADE DIRECTORIES: Felsham 1844 
 

Directories were published throughout the UK from the 1840s onward listing businesses and trades-people 
for every city, town and village in the country.  Details about local gentry, landowners, charities and postal 
facilities were also included.  These directories were, in effect, Victorian versions of today’s Yellow Pages.  
An edited entry for Felsham from the first Suffolk-wide directory to be printed - White’s 1844 Directory - is 
shown below: 
 

FELSHAM, a well-built village, 
pleasantly situated 8 miles S.E. of 
Bury, has in its parish 398 souls, 
and 1605 acres of land, rising to 
as great an altitude as any in 
Suffolk.  Fisk Harrison, Esq., is 
lord of the manor, which was 
formerly held by Bury Abbey; but 
a great part of the soil belongs to 
the Holmes, Garnham, Brooke, 
Davers, Cooke, Hotham, 
Goodwin, Sturgeon, and a few 
other families.  The mansion, 
called the Castle, now divided 
into four tenements, stands on a 
lofty eminence, and was the seat 
of the Reynolds, and afterwards 
of the late Dr. Scott. It is now the 
property of Dr. Bletsoe.  

Anderson Rev Thomas, Rectory.  
Barnes Wm. corn miller 
Bigsby Jeremiah, baker 
Brewer Henry, wheelwright  
Brewer Thos. bricklayer & beerhs  
Davers Charles, gent 
(Rev Robert Davers?) 
Frost James, schoolmaster 
Frost George, grocer and draper  
Gladwell John, thatcher 
Hall Mr John, Felsham Castle  
Howe Francis, blacksmith  
Kinsey Edmund, farm steward  
Kinsey Wm. vict. Six Bells  
Lankester Joseph & Co. grocers & 
drapers 
Marshall Wm. farm steward 
Morgan Mr Robert  

Raffe James, shopman  
Sturgeon Isaac, gent 
 
BOOT AND SHOE MAKERS 
Gill Wm. / Green John  
Gladwell Joseph 
 
FARMERS 
Garnham Eliz. Felsham Hall 
Gould John/Bogges George  
Gosling Wm./Kerridge George  
King James, Maiden Hall  
Melton Samuel, Brook Hall 
Nunn Thomas/Roper Elijah  
Sturgeon Chas/Smith Thos. 
Watkinson William 

 

 
The entry for Felsham begins with a brief description of the parish and includes topographical, historical 
and institutional information [not included here] followed by information about the gentry, the rector and 
schoolmaster, and then a longer list of all the, tradesmen, craftsmen and tenant farmers to be found in the 
village.  The directory provided information for all those in commerce who needed to send goods and 
circulars to persons of particular occupation and standing.  For example, an ironmonger in Bury might need 
to know who the shopkeepers 
were in Felsham so that he could 
send out information about new oil 
lamps or other household 
appliances.  The new Penny Post 
had been in operation for three 
years and communications 
generally had improved though 
Felsham had to wait until 1846 for 
the railway to arrive at Stowmarket 
and Thurston.  But now, in 1844, 
anybody in the locality could 
search the directory, just as we 
browse the Yellow Pages or the 
internet, to find ‘the right man for 
the job’.  For example, people 
needing building work done would 
note that Felsham’s Thomas 
Brewer (bricklayer) and John 
Gladwell (thatcher) had the 
experience to complete the job. 

As a resource for the local historian, trade directories provide valuable information about the 
economically “significant” people in the village who provided various services, employment, schooling and 
charity to the majority.  The thirty people listed constitute less than eight per cent of the total population of 
Felsham but they would have formed a “local establishment” or social elite that everyone knew.  The 
predominance of farmers and craftsmen such as wheelwrights emphasizes the fact the village revolved 
around agriculture in a way that is unfamiliar today when only a small number of people are employed on 
the land. 

Map of Felsham showing where the tradesmen and craftsmen worked, c. 1840 

 



The publishing of the 1844 Directory was a sign that traditional village ‘near self-sufficiency’ was 
beginning to be eroded.  Dealers in the local market towns such as Stowmarket or Bury St Edmunds 
wanted to expand their trade in branded groceries, factory-made bread and clothing, and items from the 
colonies like coffee and tea. However, Felsham still retained an essential core of traditional trades and 
crafts even if the status of its annual fair was in decline. Historians have suggested that to qualify as self-
sufficient a village should have at least one blacksmith, a carpenter or wheelwright, a boot and shoe-maker, 
at least one grocer or general shopkeeper and one licensed premises.  In the middle of the 19th century 
Felsham easily met this requirement.  A survey of local villages suggests that this near self-sufficiency was 
not untypical and that even by 1851, villages still retained an independence that was not to be seriously 
eroded until the end of the 19th century. 

 
White’s Directory 1844: some occupational statistics for Felsham and its adjoining parishes 
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POPULATION 240 479 367 951 505 398 173 1142 418 

ACREAGE 1428 2000 1550 3626 2170 1605 501 3200 2428 

Baker      1  2  

Beer house   2 2 1 1  1  

Blacksmith  2 1 2 1 1  3 1 

Boot and shoemaker 1 1 1 3  3  4 1 

Bricklayer      1  4  

Corn miller   1 2 1 1 1 1  

Farm steward      2  1  

Farmer 7 8 (4) 12 21 13 (4) 12 ( ) 4 29 (8) 11 

Victualler (Public house)    3  1  2  

Schoolmaster/mistress    2 1 1  2  

Shopkeeper/grocer  2 3 4 2 2  7 1 

Thatcher      1    

Wheelwright  1 1 2 1 1  1 1 
Other 2 3  4 5  2 10  

 
Notes: 

1.   ‘Other’ occupations or trades included: Auctioneer, butcher, carrier, cattle dealer, glazier, harness maker, joiner and carpenter, 
land agent, maltster, painter, plumber, saddler, surgeon, tailor, woodman 
2.  The directory sometimes indicates with an asterisk which farmers are also owners and where this information is given it has 

been entered in parentheses.  This information can usually be gleaned from tithe apportionments and from parish rate books. 
3.  Some farmers had second 
occupations such as 
auctioneer, carrier, land agent 
and butcher.  For example: 
BRADFIELD ST GEORGE: 
‘Wheelwright and woodman’, 
‘Farmer, auctioneer and land 
agent’, and ‘Maltster and corn 
miller’. In Felsham we know that 
William Kinsey was ‘Publican 
and farmer’. 
4.  Some Felsham occupations 
were not mentioned in the 1844 
Directory but we know that in 
1841 the village possessed a 
broom-maker, a net maker, and 
a surgeon.  Additionally, in 
1851, the village contained a 
horse and cattle surgeon, a 
police officer, and a carrier.  CB 
Bibliography: Dennis Mills, Rural 
Community History from Trade 
Directories, Local Population 
Studies, 2001 

 
Christopher Bornett 

A shoemaker lived in the cottage on the right on Upper Green (undated photo) 


