
Felsham and Gedding and World War One 
 
As November 11th approaches and we commemorate the ending of the First World 
War and remember that dreadful conflict it seems appropriate to focus on those men 
from our villages who gave their lives. 
 
To aid the research it is fortunate that in St Peter’s porch there is a list of the men who 
served, and inside the church, a list of those who died. Seventy-two men are named as 
serving their country and twenty-one died.  Initially the research was disheartening. 
None of the first six men could be traced through the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission and many others could not be directly linked to either Felsham or 
Gedding. However, the research proved fascinating, yet heart-breaking, in other 
respects. 
 
The number of men who served seemed very high. Felsham’s population in 1911 was 
355 and this would imply that approximately 40% of the total male population either 
volunteered or was conscripted. However, as research progressed it revealed that the 
list of those who served included anyone who had had a connection with the village, 
but that they were not necessarily residents by 1914. This was highlighted particularly 
by the cases of 3 men. Firstly, Cyril Daking, who was listed as the son of J. A. Daking 
of Felsham Grange but was a private in the Auckland Regiment and his nationality 
given as a New Zealander. Cyril died at Bailleul in July 1916. Sadly, his brother, 
Ernest, died in 1917 when he was part of a contingent who captured Heninel in a 
snowstorm in April 1917. Ernest’s residence was Finchley in London, where he lived 
with his wife, but his parents were still in Felsham.  Thirdly, Edward Dempster, a 
rifleman in the Manitoba Regiment, who died at Vimy Ridge in September 1916, was 
referred to as the son of Mrs Dempster of Felsham, but he was a member of the 
Manitoba Regiment and cited as Canadian. Some men did sign up for the Imperial 
Forces because the uniform, pay and conditions of service were perceived as better. 
However, in the cases of Cyril Daking and Edward Dempster it would seem that they 
had probably emigrated prior to the start of the war: and, although the conditions of 
service may have been superior, they did not protect them from sacrificing their lives. 
 
Clearly each individual name represents a personal and family tragedy. However, the 
most poignant of the records must surely go to the three Hollex brothers. In 1901 the 
census lists the Hollex family as living in 3 rooms on Lower Green. Charles, the 
father was a horseman. He and his wife, Elizabeth, had 6 sons and 1 daughter. By 
1918 three of the six sons were dead on the battlefields of the Western Front. John, a 
private in the Suffolk Regiment, died aged 24, in July 1915. In October 1917, Arthur 
Hollex, serving with the Norfolk Regiment, died near Ypres. Then, just before the 
Armistice, Frederick, serving with the Lancashire Fusiliers died on 4 November 1918 
near Le Cateau, leaving a wife at Wood Cottage, Brettenham. 
 
This is just a brief account of some of the personal stories behind the list of names in 
the church. A colleague has suggested further avenues of research to follow up.  If 
anyone in the village has any further information I’d be very pleased to hear from 
you. I hope that this account has put a local emphasis on the devastation that was 
World War One and that on Remembrance Sunday we focus not simply on the huge 
numbers of men who died but recognise the sacrifices of both our villages. 
 



Stop Press 
 
I have been able to find Edward Dempster’s Attestation Papers from the Canadian 
War Records. He joined up in October 1914 in Winnipeg. 
Cyril Daking’s war records are held in the New Zealand Archives where his 
occupation is given as a merchant.  
 
 
Alison Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


