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Felsham’s tenant farmers in early Victorian times 
 

 
 

Key Felsham farmers in c. 1845 Farmhouse or dwelling Acres 
Average field 
size (acres) 

A Anderson, Rev. Thos.* Rectory 15  

B Barnes, Wm. Mill house 6  

Bo Boggis, George/ Brewer, Thomas Rands’ Farm 35 2.6 

G Gosling, Wm./Isaac Valley Farm 53 3.3 

Ga Garnham, Elizabeth Felsham Hall Farm 151 6.1 

Go Goold (Gould,) John  Quakers Farm 16 2.0 

H Holmes, [T R] Esq The Grange and Michery Farm 218 6.6 

K King, James Maidenhall Farm & Rookery Farm 150 5.6 

Ke Kerridge, George Rookery (Moore’s) Farm 96 3.9 

Ki Kinsey Wm./ Kinsey, Edmund Mausoleum House and The Elms 208 (4.2) (5.3) 

M Melton, Samuel Brook Hall Farm 173 5.4 

Ma Manfield, William** Hill Farm (c.1840) 56 4.0 

Mu Mudd, Elizabeth Mudd’s Farm (Gedding Grange) 15  

N Nunn, Thomas Lower Green Farm and Castle Farm 108 (4.2) (4.4) 

R Roper, Elijah Steward’s (Poplar) Farm 36 2.8 

Sm Smith, Thomas*** Hill Farm (c.1845-1859) 32 4.0 

St Sturgeon, Charles Slough (Stone) Farm 106 5.1 

W Watkinson, George/William Daver’s (Capel) Farm 61 3.4 

*  Thomas Anderson: not a farmer as such but he is included because of his use of Glebe land 
** William Manfield farming 56 acres in 1841 
*** Thomas Smith:  Farming 32 acres in 1838.  Then, 1851 Census recorded him farming 80 acres.   
Note: Some Felsham land was occupied by farmers in adjoining villages.  For example: the 26-acre Felsham Wood.
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Few farmers in Felsham in the 1840s 
owned their own land.  Some widows of farmers 
such as Elizabeth Garnham owned their land 
employing bailiffs, but the only male working 
farmer owning his own farm was Charles 
Sturgeon at Slough Farm.  The vast majority of 
farmers were tenant-farmers who rented their 
land from absentee landlords. This reflected the 
situation in the country as a whole when 
generally speaking only about one- seventh of 
farmers were owner-occupiers. 

 

“It rarely paid farmers to put spare resources into 
buying land when the money could be used more 
profitably in extending the scale of their operations or 
buying new equipment.  The purchase of one’s farm 
represented a saving in rent of only three or four per 
cent of the capital required, while farming could be 
reckoned to produce a good 10 per cent or more.  The 
consequence was that most farmers were content to 
be tenants, seeing their capital produce a good return, 
and feeling perfectly secure under a good landlord.” 
(GE Mingay: Rural life in Victorian England, Allan Sutton 
Publishing, 1990) 
 

The median size of the farms in Felsham 
was 79 acres which was much less than the 
national average.  The smaller tenanted farms 
were Rand’s Farm, Quakers Farm, Hill Farm, 
and Steward’s Farm;  while the larger tenanted 
farms included Maiden Hall Farm combined with 
Rookery Farm (Brook’s), Mausoleum Farm 
combined with The Elms, Castle Farm combined 
with Lower Green Farm, Brook Hall Farm, 
Rookery Farm (Moore’s) and Daver’s Farm. 

What do we know about the tenant-farmers 
of Felsham during the early part of the Victorian 
period?  Let us start our investigation by looking 
at the tenants of the smaller farms. 

 
1.  George Boggis & Thomas Brewer 
 (Rands Farm) 
 

 
 
George Boggis (sometimes spelt ‘Bogges’) was 
the tenant of William Dalton.  He took on the 
tenancy of the farm in 1831 following the death 
of the previous tenant, a Mr Rands.  At that time 

the farm was described as “a very eligible Small 
Estate, comprising a good Farm House, Barn, 
Stable and other Outbuildings.”  Today, the 
northern part of this farm is now the ‘Felsham 
House’ estate on the west side of Bury Road. 
 

 
 
In general, the smaller the farm, the smaller the 
fields; the average field size for Rands’ Farm 
was 2.9 acres.  About a quarter of the farm was 
given over to pasture, horse paddock and 
orchard.   

There are indications that George Boggis did 
not stay long at Rands Farm because by 
September 1836 he was reported as “leaving his 
farm.”  By the time of the 1841 Census, he was 
still described as a farmer but was probably now 
living on or near Upper Green.  His household 
included quite a few non-family members who 
may have been sub-tenants in his house: 

George BOGGES 25 Farmer 

Charlotte BOGGES 30  

William BOGGES 5  

Charles BOGGES 2MO  

Sarah POLLARD 30  

Maria POLLARD 25  

Britan MAYS 30 Agricultural Labourer 
 

The 35 acres of Rands Farm was taken on 
by a Thomas Brewer who had previously been 
the village bricklayer.  It is quite possible that 
this small farmer supplemented his farming 
income with the money he earned from his 
building business.  By 1851, Thomas Brewer 
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was employing 2 men and one boy.  At the 
same time George Boggis was developing his  
trade as the village carrier, transporting goods 
and people to and from the local market towns 
of Bury and Stowmarket. 

 
George Bogges Head 36 Carrier 

Charlotte Bogges Wife 38 Carrier's wife & 
schoolmistress 

William Bogges Son 15 Errand Boy 

Frederic Bogges Son 9 Cow boy 

John Bogges Son 8 Errand Boy 

Emma Bogges Daughter 5 Scholar at home 

Walter Bogges Son 2  

 

Incidentally, the description of the wife as 
‘schoolmistress, and the daughter as ‘scholar at 
home’ suggests that the family may have been 
non-conformists and thus opposed to sending 
their children to the local Church school. 

The careers of both George Boggis and 
Thomas Brewer illustrate the fact that many 
small farmers needed to take on additional jobs 
to make an adequate living.  Other small holders 
in Felsham combined their small-holdings with 
jobs and trades such as maltster, miller and 
manufacturing brooms and hurdles.  The labour 
of the wife and children in the family would also 
have been very important.  Charlotte Boggis not 
only educated the children but also looked after 
the house, the pigs and the chickens, while the 
sons cared for the cows or ran errands for their 
father and other local trades-people.  

 
2.  John Gould (Quaker Farm) 
 

Another small farmer working 15 acres of land 
was to be found at Mudlin End on the Cockfield 
Road.  Here was Quaker Farm which was 
owned by James Steward in 1845 (and who was 
himself farming at Poplar Farm in 1851). 
 

 
 

John Gould may have belonged to a long line of 
local farmers.  A Thomas Gould (sometimes 
spelt ‘Goold’ was farming in Felsham in 1804 
when he put his farming stock and household 

furniture up for sale as he was ‘leaving his farm’.  
It seems likely that he was John’s father but 
more research is required to substantiate this. 
(Thomas Gould was born in Felsham in 1752 
and died in 1812.  His wife, Ann Bixby was born 
in 1749 in Felsham and died in 1823).  
Landowners seemed to have been happy to 
allow their farms to pass from father to son.  In 
fact, there is some local evidence that farms 
often remained in one family’s hands for several 
generations.  Moreover, tenant farmers 
possessed a certain amount of security vis-à-vis 
their tenancy agreement or lease.  So long as 
they cultivated the land reasonably well, were 
not drunkards and a disgrace to the village or 
disrespectful to the owner or the land agent, and 
provided they did not fall too far behind with their 
rents, they might expect to go on indefinitely. 

There is some evidence to suggest that 
Quaker Farm specialised in dairy cattle.  
Certainly, there was a tradition of dairying at this 
farm right up to the middle of the 20th century.  
John Gould almost certainly possessed sheep 
and pigs in addition to his cows and like George 
Boggis he may have helped out neighbouring 
farmers at times of labour or skills shortage.  
Despite the fact he was essentially a small-
holder, this does not appear to have affected his 
standing in the village because in 1845 he was 
one of the parish overseers of the poor.  

In 1851 the Census recorded his household 
thus: 

 
John Goold Head 71 Farmer of 15 acres 

Rachel Goold Wife 76 Farmer's wife 

John Goold Son 38 Farmer's son 

Lucy Kipe Servant 60 House Servant 

 

John Gould continued to farm until 1858 when 
he was reported as “quitting the occupation”.  
On his ‘retirement’ he would have been 78 years 
of age but there is no doubt that his son would 
have been effectively running the farm by this 
time if not long before. 
 

 
Quaker farmhouse today.  The dormer windows were added in 

1986. 
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3.  Elijah Roper (Steward’s Farm) 
 

In 1838, Elijah Roper was farming 36 acres of 
land, owned by James Howard, of which over 
90% was arable in a seemingly dispersed 
pattern of fields as we can see from this map: 
 

 
 

He also farmed about eight acres of land in Little 
Gedding.  These fields were in the vicinity of Hill 
Farm to the north-east of his farmhouse and 
belonged to a different landowner.  In 1841 his 
household was: 
 

Elijah ROPER 44 Farmer 

Sophia ROPER 44  
John ROPER 11  
Eliza ROPER 9  
Sarah TURNER 13 Servant 

 
He probably began farming in Felsham in the 
late 1820s because his son, John, was born 
here in 1830.  However, sometime between 
1845 and 1851 he left Felsham and moved to 
Cross Green, Cockfield where he farmed 50 
acres.  He died in Bradfield Combust in 1859 
leaving £600 to his surviving wife and son.  This  
would be worth about £52,000 in today’s money 
and is a sizeable amount for a small farmer who 
was only a tenant. 

In 1851, the farm was taken on by James 
Steward (who may have been the land-owner) 
who had married Mary Watkinson, the eldest 
daughter of George Watkinson the tenant farmer 
at Daver’s Farm.  “Steward’s Farm”, as it was 
now called, had grown from 36 acres to 52 
acres.  Perhaps additional fields had been 
purchased from neighbouring farms to make a 
more compact arrangement of fields closer to 
the homestead.  James Steward did not stay 
long in Felsham because by 1861 he was back 
in the village of Bradfield Combust, where all of 
his six children had been born, and was farming 
over 100 acres.  Meanwhile, the farm had been 
re-named Poplar Farm and was occupied briefly 
by Downs Sparke for about five years before he 

was reported as “quitting the occupation” in 
October 1861. 
 

4.  William Manfield & Thomas Smith  
(Hill Farm) 
 

Just along the road from Poplar Farm and going 
towards Gedding Mill, was Hill Farmhouse.  
Today, this is one of the most impressive of the 
many timber-framed farmhouses built in the 
early 1500s that are to be found in Felsham. 
 

   
 

About half of Felsham’s Tudor farmhouses were 
demolished during the Napoleonic Wars when 
farmers were experiencing good returns on their 
investments.  They replaced their rambling 
timber-framed houses with smart Georgian 
edifices constructed of white Woolpit brick.  
However, some of the buildings with medieval or 
Tudor origins survived.  Today they can be 
found at Poplar farm, Moore’s farm, Castle farm, 
Capel farm, Lower Green farm and Stone farm. 

Hill Farmhouse is right on the boundary 
between Felsham and Rattlesden and when 
William Manfield was farming the 56 acres in 
1841, (at the time owned by Henry Leheup 
Cocksedge), he may have been farming some 
land in Rattlesden too.   

William Manfield’s family shared Hill 
farmhouse with an agricultural labourer’s family: 
 

William MANFIELD 40 Farmer 

Martha MANSFIELD 35  
Sarah MANSFIELD 1  
John MAYS 40 Agricultural Labourer 

Hannah MAYS 40  
James MAYS 20  
William MAYS 15  
Henry MAYS 15  
Robert MAYS 10  

 

It was not unusual for farm labourers to live in 
with the farmer’s family at the beginning of the 
19th century, but they were usually single men.  
It is slightly more unusual to have a whole family 
residing in the farmhouse.  However, the 
convenience of having three young men on-site, 
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so to speak, would have been invaluable to 
William Manfield.  Furthermore, his wife may 
well have used the services of Hannah Mays for 
household chores and looking after the cows, 
pigs and poultry that were a common feature of 
Felsham farms at this time. 

By 1845, the farm was tenanted by Thomas 
Smith and the acreage associated with the farm 
had increased from 32 acres to 56 acres.  This 
may have been the land already owned by 
Thomas Smith in 1838 as shown on the map: 
 

 
 

In 1851, a member of the Mays family was still 
associated with the farm: 
 

Thomas Smith Head 74 Farmer of 80 acres employing 
two men and one boy 

Elizabeth Smith Wife 68 Farmer's Wife 

Louisa Turner Servant 19 House Servant 

Fredric Mayes Servant 19 Farm labourer 

 

Note that the farm land had increased to 80 
acres which illustrates how even tenant farmers 
were keen to increase their income by taking in 
additional fields and employing more labourers.  
Thomas Smith continued to work at Hill Farm 
until he died in 1859.  He and his wife are buried 
in Felsham churchyard and their grave is 
marked by one of the few Victorian headstones 
still legible. 
 

 
 
Hill Farm was sold by auction in September 
1859 and the newspaper notice of the sale is 

instructive because it again confirms the 
importance of animals on the farm at this time: 
 

Bury & Norwich Post 

 
5.  Isaac & William Gosling (Valley Farm) 
 

 
 

Although Isaac Gosling was the registered 
tenant farmer in 1838 of 53-acre Valley Farm, 
(owned then by the Cambridge cleric the Rev 
Charles Goodwin), he must have died before 
1841 because the Census records his son, 
William, living at the farm.  William was 26 at 
this time and was married to Sarah.  They had a 
daughter, Sarah Ann, who was born in 1844.  
Sadly, disaster struck three years later when 
William’s wife died at the early age of 37.  It is 
worth noting in this context that a wife was a 
valuable asset to a farmer’s business, and in the 
event of her early death, the loss gave rise to a 
serious labour problem as well as personal grief.   

In January 1851, William Gosling re-married.  
His new wife was Alice Adams, the daughter of 
a Wortham farmer: 

 
William Gosling Head 36 Farmer (of 53 acres 

employing 3 labourers 
 and 2 boys) 

Alice Gosling Wife 23 Farmer's Wife 

Sarah Ann Gosling Daughter 7 Farmer's daughter 

Henry Shelver Servant 21 Farm labourer 

 

After three years Alice also died.  (July 1854 
aged 27).  Two years later, William married for a 
third time.  The wedding took place in Gedding 

Sacred to the memory of 
THOMAS SMITH 

Who died 14th March 1859 
Aged 86 years 

ALSO 
 

ELIZABETH his wife 
Who died 18th Nov 1858 

Aged 76 years 
 

[Text] 



 6 

Church and the bride was Emma Palmer.  By 
1861 they had four children: 
 

William Gosling Head 46 Farmer of 57 
acres employing 
2 Labourers  
and 2 Boys 

Emma Gosling Wife 27  

Hephzibah Gosling Daughter 5 Scholar 

William W Gosling Son 4  

Phoebe M Gosling Daughter 3  

Anna 
Emma 

Gosling Daughter 2  

Henry Gosling Nephew 13  

Mary Ann Pizzey Servant 13 Nursemaid 

 
William Gosling’ family would have mixed 

socially with other local farmers’ families 
meeting at church, at tea parties, at agricultural 
shows and so on.  It is hardly surprising, 
therefore, to find that the sons and daughters 
tended to marry the sons and daughters of other 
farmers in the near vicinity.  This was certainly 
the case in 1873, when William’s second 
daughter, Hephizibah, married a Mr Ross Scott 
of Abbot’s Hall, Bradfield St George.   

In 1901, William Gosling was still farming at 
the age of 86.  Living with him and his wife 
Emma was his unmarried eldest daughter, 
Sarah aged 56, and his granddaughter, Edith 
Scott aged 21, who was now an assistant school 
teacher in the local school. 
 
6.  George & William Watkinson  
(Daver’s Farm) 
 

In 1838 the Watkinson family farmed 61 acres of 
land in Felsham belonging to the Rev Robert 
Davers of Bradfield St George.  This somewhat 
infamous clerical magistrate also owned large  
amounts of land in neighbouring parishes 
including the nearby Monks Park Wood.  It is 
noteworthy that Daver’s Farm had the smallest 
proportion of arable in the whole of Felsham – 
only 56%. 
 

 
 

We first hear about George Watkinson in 1830 
when a dispute about the purchase of hay was 
reported in the Ipswich Journal.  Then, in 1837, 
we learn that Mary Watkinson, the eldest 

daughter, married James Steward who was 
farming in Cockfield at this time.  The 1841 
Census records the Watkinson household: 
 

George WATKINSON 67 Farmer 
Ann WATKINSON 65  
Jonathan WATKINSON 62  
Ann WATKINSON 25  
William WATKINSON 20  
Eliza GARROD 10 Female Servant 

John GLADWELL 15 Male Servant 

 

The Tithe map of 1838 shows that the 
parish boundary between Bradfield St Clare and 
Felsham runs just to north of Daver’s farm.  The 
farmhouse itself is situated inside a remarkable 
double rectangular moat. 

One of the problems for local farmers was 
“farm security”.  During the 1840s the 
newspapers reported numerous cases of theft 
from farms.  Davers Farm was no exception.  
For example, in April 1847 a labourer from 
Bradfield St Clare was charged with stealing 
about “half a hundred weight of hay and stover, 
the property of Mr George Watkinson, farmer…”  
(Stover was the dried stalks and leaves of corn 
or other field crops used as animal fodder after 
the grain had been harvested.)  We do not know 
what sentence this labourer received when he 
eventually stood trial, but we do know that many 
labourers were sentenced to months of hard 
labour or even transported to Australia for 
similar offences. 

By 1851, George Watkinson was farming 120 
acres of land and employing 3 men and 3 boys.  
Sometime during the previous ten years, he had 
acquired another 60 acres of land possibly fields 
situated just across the parish boundary in 
Bradfield St Clare.  He was a substantial farm 
tenant with a land holding well above the 
average for the area.  He was now 77 years of 
age which implies that his thirty year old son, 
William, was playing a major role in running the 
farm.   

William Watkinson married Sarah Ann 
Catchpole in November 1851 and by 1861 they 
had five children:  

 
William Watkinson Head 41 Farmer of 

124 acres 
Employing 4  
Labourers 
and 2 Boys 

Sarah Ann Watkinson Wife 35 Farmer's wife 

George 
Thomas 

Watkinson Son 4  

Elizabeth 
Ann 

Watkinson Daughter 8  

Fanny Sarah Watkinson Daughter 7  

Anna Laura Watkinson Daughter 3  

Alfred William Watkinson Son 1  

Susan Norman Servant 15 Housemaid 

Lucy Carlston Servant 15 Housemaid 
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7.  Thomas Nunn  
(Castle Farm & Lower Green Farm) 
 
Thomas Nunn was born in 1795 in Thrandeston 
(a village between Mellis and Wortham in north 
Suffolk).  His father was William Nunn and his 
mother was Elizabeth Filby.  In 1824 he married 
Ann, the daughter of Isaac Hewes, in Cockfield 
Church.  By 1841 he was well-established as a 
tenant farmer in Felsham with two sons aged 15 
and 13.  His coachman father-in-law was living 
with them. He probably worked at the nearby 
Rectory on Lower Green. 

Thomas Nunn farmed three parcels of land 
as the Poor Rate Book for 1845 makes clear: 
 

Anderson Thos. Rev Land [near Lower Green] 7 - 2 - 7 

Bletsoe J M Land [Castle Farm] 74 - 2 - 39 

do. 
House and part of the 
premises  

Hotham Lady Jane Land [Lower Green Farm] 33 - 3 - 32 

do. House and premises  

 

In all, Thomas Nunn was farming around 116 
acres.  Castle Farm was largely arable (92% of 
the total 75 acres) while Lower Green Farm had 
an above average amount of pasture and 
orchard at 41% of the total 34 acres.  It would be 
interesting to know how the leases and rents 
varied for each different landowner. 
 

 
 

Some indication of the legal and financial 
implications of taking on a farm tenancy can be 
gleaned from a notice of sale of Brends or Hill 
Farm [Castle Farm] that was published in The 
Times in 1833. Then it was occupied by John 
and William Dyer who had a “lease (11 years 
unexpired) at an extremely low rent of £84 per 
annum….[Additionally] the estate is subject to 
the land-tax of £6 per annum (paid by the 
tenants), and to a quit rent of 7d.”  The 
landowner at this time appears to have spent a 
considerable amount of money in improving 
facilities at the farm because the advert makes 
great play of the fact to attract a purchaser: “The 

Land is in excellent condition, and the Dwelling-
house and Outbuildings are in good repair, 
considerable expense having been recently 
incurred in repairing the same.” 

By 1851, Thomas Nunn had given up his 
tenancy of Castle Farm.  It was taken over by a 
certain John Raker who may have been the son 
of Joel Raker who farmed 112 acres at Vale 
Farm in Gedding because John Raker’s wife 
and son were both born in Gedding. 

Thomas Nunn continued to reside at Lower 
Green Farm: 

 
Thomas Nunn Head 53 Farmer of 37 acres 

employing two labourers 
Ann Nunn Wife 47 Farmer's Wife 

Isaac Hewes Father-
in-Law 

74 Coachman 

George Payne Visitor 21 Carpenter 

Harriet Shelver Servant 13 House Servant 

 

 
Lower Green farmhouse (Pettewoods) from undated estate 

map.  (Reproduced by kind permission of Felsham PPC) 
 

Ann Nunn died at the end of 1851 “after a long 
and painful affliction, borne with great patience 
and resignation” (Bury & Norwich Post). Thomas 
Nunn himself died of throat cancer in 1865 while 
staying at the Swan Inn in Northgate Street, 
Bury St Edmunds. 
 
8.  George Kerridge  
(Rookery Farm/Moore’s Farm) 
 

Born in Burgate in 1798, George Kerridge 
married his wife, Ann, in 1825.  She was born in 
Finningham in 1799.  When exactly the family 
arrived in Felsham is unclear but they were 
certainly there by 1838, and in 1841 the 
household looked like this: 
 

George KERRIDGE 40 Farmer 

Ann KERRIDGE 39  

George KERRIDGE 15  

Sarah KERRIDGE 13  

Belinda KERRIDGE 11  

John KERRIDGE 9  

Sarah KERRIDGE 4  

Mary WRIGHT 20  



 8 

According to the church registers at least four of 
their children died before they reached their first 
birthday. 

As a churchwarden, George Kerridge 
signed the Poor Rate Book in 1845. This book 
recorded the fact that he was farming 96 acres 
of land. 

 

 

 
For some reason George Kerridge retired early 
from farming.  By 1851, Rookery Farm had a 
new tenant, William Moore, whose father farmed 
land in Rattlesden.  ( William Moore may have 
been an owner occupier as the farm was re-
named Moore’s Farm at around this time).  
George Kerridge, his wife and his daughter, 

Sarah, plus his son, John (now a police officer) 
all lodged in the old farmhouse. 

By 1861, the Kerridge family had left 
Felsham, and William Moore had married a local 
girl called Mary Anne, and was farming the land 
with the help of 3 labourers and 2 boys.  In 1871 
he was described as a farmer/publican in the 
Census of that year.  Was he residing at the Six 
Bells Inn?  He died sometime before 1881 
because his wife, Mary Moore, was listed as a 
widow in that year.  She was perhaps the first 
female Inn-keeper in Felsham. 

 
 

 
Ransomes and Sims prize-winning reaping machine, 1860 

 

 
 
9.  James King (Maiden Hall Farm & Rookery 
Farm, Cockfield Road) 
 
James King probably took on the 50 acres of 
Maiden Hall Farm after it became available in 
1830 when the previous tenant, Samuel Farnley, 
retired.  The sale of this tenant’s farming stock 
and effects is noteworthy because it lists the 
equipment required to farm effectively at this 
time: 
 

 
Bury & Norwich Post, 13 October 1830 

 

James had married Ann Jacob from Pakenham 
in 1837, but they do not appear to have had 
children 

By 1838, James King was farming all the 
land owned by Arthur Brooke which amounted 
to 146 acres and included the land to the north 
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of the Cockfield Road around Rookery (or 
Brooke’s) Farm. 
 

 
 

His status as a relatively “big farmer” would 
have been enhanced by his twin roles as 
churchwarden and overseer of the poor.  
Additionally, he appears to have involved 
himself in the newly emerging Agricultural 
Associations and he won a prize for horse 
breeding in 1842 and one for his drainage 
techniques in 1843.  He also frequently attended 
the horse fair held at nearby Woolpit. 

James King died in 1856 but his widow lived 
for another 27 years dying in Pakenham in 
1883. 
 

 
Bury & Norwich Post, 1857 

 
 
 
 
10.  Samuel Melton (Brook Hall Farm) 
 

The Lord of the Manor of Felsham was a certain 
Fiske Harrison who lived at Copford Hall near 
Colchester.  In the 1830s and 1840s Fiske 
Harrison had two main tenants farming his 
Felsham land: William Kinsey at The Elms who 

rented 72 acres and Samuel Melton at Brook 
Hall Farm who rented 173 acres. 
 

 
 

Today, Brook Hall Farmhouse is a 
substantial white brick and slated house 
surrounded by a moat.  It is unclear whether this 
house was built before 1845 when Samuel 
Melton was in residence but he would certainly 
recognise the surviving farm buildings which 
includes a large timber framed barn from the 
early 17th century and which would probably 
have been thatched in his day. 

The southern boundary of Brook Hall farm 
abutted the extensive mixed forestry of Felsham 
Wood and Thorpe Wood both frequented by the 
local hunting fraternity.  Whether Samuel Melton 
was of sufficient social status to ride to hounds 
is unlikely but he would certainly have had the 

Map of Brook Hall farm showing land-use and 
field names 1838 
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landowner’s permission to shoot on his land.  
His rent may have been lower than other similar 
farmers because of the inevitable depredations 
caused by fox-hunting over his land. 
 

Samuel Melton probably moved to Felsham 
sometime between 1830 and 1833.  By 1841 he 
was the head of a sizeable household: 

 

Samuel MELTON 60 Farmer 
Matilda MELTON 40  
Emma MELTON 11  
John MELTON 8  
Richard MELTON 6  
Edward MELTON 2  
Mary STILL 20 Female Servant 

Martha PAYNE 13 Female Servant 

 

Samuel Melton died seven years later leaving 
his 47 year old widow to run the farm with the 
help of his sons.  In 1851 the household looked 
like this: 
 

Matilda Melton Head  50 Farming (of 100 acres 
employing 
 2 labourers) 

Walter Melton Son 28 Farmer's son 

Emma Melton Daughter 21 Farmer's daughter 

John Melton Son 18 Farmer's son 

Richard Melton Son 16 Farmer's son 

Alfred Stearn Visitor 18 Plumber's son 

 
Later in 1851, the Melton family were selling off 
their entire farm stock and equipment which 
included: “4 strong, hardy, young Suffolk Cart 
Mares and Geldings, 3 prime young Suffolk 
Milch Cows, Swine, Poultry, Carriages, 
Implements, Harness, Furniture, Dairy and 
Brewing Utensils, etc.”  The sale could not have 
been successful because the farm stock was put 
up for auction again in 1853: 
 

 
 

It is worth noting that animals were an essential 
feature of the farm economy at this time.  

Horses were extremely important not just for 
ploughing but also for carting manure and crops.  
Dairying and brewing were common features of 
most Felsham farms as we can see from the 
details of the notice of sale above.  Despite the 
fact that only 10% of the land was put down to 
pasture this still amounted to a substantial 17 
acres, sufficient to graze horses and cows but 
also to provide the all important hay.  Of course, 
some of the arable land would have been 
cultivated to provide fodder for the farm animals. 
 

 
 

 
By 1861, the farm had been taken on by a new 
tenant, the 30 year old James Scott.  Sixty-two 
year old Matilda Melton was now running a shop 
in the village and was described as a “Grocer 
and Draper”, assisted by her 21 year old son, 
Edward.  She was to die in Essex in 1877. 
 
 
 
 
11. William & Edmund Kinsey 
(The Elms farm & Mausoleum Farm) 
 

William Kinsey was born around 1785 at Old 
Newton in Suffolk. There is some evidence that 
he married his wife Sarah in 1805 and then went 
to live in Stowupland where at least two of his 
children were born between 1815 and 1824.   

He probably took up farming in Felsham 
around 1825 at about the same time that James 
Cook bought the land associated with 
Mausoleum Farm at Upper Green.  His son, 
Jacob, was born in Felsham in 1829.  We can 
be reasonably certain that William Kinsey was 
farming two parcels of land owned by James 
Cook in 1838: one of 49 acres situated between 
the Bury Road and Rattlesden Road on the 
north side of the village centre, and a second 
around Mausoleum Farm of 53 acres to the 
south of Upper Green and extending to the 
northern boundary of Brook Hall Farm.  We can 
be more certain that he farmed the 72 acres at 
The Elms owned by Fiske Harrison, the Lord of 
the Manor because the entry in the Tithe 
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Apportionment of 1838 is confirmed by the Poor 
Rate Book of 1845. 

 

 
 

 There is some possibility that while farming 
at The Elms, William Kinsey was only assisting 
James Cook at Mausoleum Farm perhaps in the 
role of farm bailiff, a position that his son 
Edmund was to assume around 1840.  It is also 
confusing that William Kinsey is only described 
as a Publican in the Census for 1841: 
 

William KINSEY 60 Publican 

Sarah KINSEY 55  

Sarah KINSEY 20  

Jacob KINSEY 10  

Jacob BEER 20 Male Servant 

Eliza STURGEON 15 Female Servant 

Abraham SUTTON 35 Army 

 

Similarly, White’s Directory for Suffolk of 1844 
makes no mention of him in its list of Felsham 
farmers but records him as “Kinsey Wm. 
Victualler, Six Bells.”  In contrast, his 25 year old 
son is described as “farmer” in the 1841 Census 
but only as “farm steward” in the 1844 Directory. 
 

Edmund KINSEY 25 Farmer 
Eliza KINSEY 25 

 
Emma Amelia KINSEY 8 MO 

 
Betsey VINCE 20 Female Servant 

Eliza BREWER 10 Female Servant 

Ambrose ONG 20 Male Servant 

    

 
Edmund had married Eliza, the daughter of the 
land-owner, James Cook, in 1839.  
Subsequently, he and his new wife moved into 
Mausoleum House where the evidence 
suggests he acted as farm bailiff or steward.  It 
is possible that he assisted his elderly father, 
William, with the running of The Elms farm.   
 

Combining the tenancy of a farm with being a 
publican was not that unusual.  The Six Bells Inn 
was an important centre of commerce, where 
farmers, auctioneers, dealers, craftsmen, 

trades-people and carriers met to transact 
business over a pipe and pint.  It was the place 
where the local farmers could drop in to gather 
news of local trade, the price of corn or to collect 
catalogues of farm sales, etc.   

 
 

 
Horses and waggon outside the Six Bells (undated photo) 

 

It is unlikely that ordinary farm labourers were 
welcome at the Six Bells. They would have 
frequented one of Felsham’s beer-houses where 
they would drink and talk out of sight and 
hearing of their superiors.   

 
The Six Bells had stables and could provide 

rooms for commercial travellers or visitors to the 
annual lamb fair, and stock travelling along the 
road could be kept securely in the inn’s yard 
overnight.  Sometimes, the Six Bells would have 
been used to conduct official business such as 
when a coroner conducted enquiries into a 
suspicious or unusual death.  When the Inn was 
put up for sale in Oct 1813, the notice of sale 
describes the Six Bells as 

 

 “that well known Old-established good accustomed 
Freehold Inn or Public House, called the BELLS, most 
advantageously situated at Felsham, in Suffolk; 
consisting of a good kitchen, pleasant sitting room and 
bar, large parlour, spacious dining room, comfortable 
sleeping rooms, an excellent brew-house, ample 
cellarage, stalled stable and granary, a new built malt 
office, 20-coomb steep, butcher’s shop, piggery, wood 
and coal houses, all in excellent repair, and well 
supplied with water, yards, large garden, well planted 
with shrubs and choice fruit trees, in full bearing…”  

       (Ipswich Journal, 30 Oct 1813) 

 
 

By 1851, at the age of 67, William Kinsey 
had effectively retired from farming.  He was 
now a widower, he wife, Sarah, having recently 
died at the age of 65.  He resided at the Six 
Bells alone with just one servant.  Meanwhile his 
son, Edmund, had taken over the tenancy of 
Mausoleum Farm on the death of James Cook 
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and was now a farmer of some substance as the 
Census for 1851 shows: 
 

Edmund Kinsey Head 35 Farmer of 142 
acres 
employing 4 
labourers and 
3 boys 

Eliza Kinsey Wife 35 Farmer's Wife 

Emma Kinsey Daughter 10 Farmer's 
daughter 

Mary Kinsey Daughter 7 Farmer's 
daughter 

Edna Kinsey Daughter 6 Farmer's 
daughter 

Robert J W Kinsey Son 3 Farmer's son 

Thomas Kinsey Son 1 Farmer's son 

Hannah Sturgeon Servant 19 House Servant 

 

William’s youngest son, Jacob, was now running 
‘The Elms’ farm.  (This farm is sometimes 
referred to as “Oram’s Shop” in the Census 
Returns for the mid-19th century). 
  

Jacob Kinsey Head 22 Farmer's bailiff 
(employing two men 
and one boy) of 72 
acres of land 

Samuel Cornish Brother-
in-Law 

29 Employed on the 
Farm 

Mary 
Ann 

Cornish Sister 26 Housekeeper 

Elizabeth Aves Servant 19 House Servant 

 

 
William died in 1856 aged 75 and Jacob Kinsey 
took on the running of the Six Bells.  It is unclear 
whether he maintained an interest in The Elms 
farm because by 1861, a farm labourer, Thomas 
Lister, aged 49, was living there with his family. 
 

 
The Elms, 1838 tithe map  

(Reproduced by kind permission of Felsham PPC) 

 
*** 

 
Some final remarks 
 

The foregoing survey of Felsham farmers in the 
1840s and 1850s has been inevitably tentative 
and somewhat patchy.  Much research still 
needs to be done not just on the genealogy of 
the families but also on farming practices and 
the social relationships of the local farming 
community. 

It is interesting to compare ‘then with now’ 
and to note how farming has changed over the 
last two hundred years.  There are obvious 
differences such as the fact that today only a 
small proportion of the population is engaged in 
farming or has any direct connection with the 
land.  It would also appear that most farmers 
nowadays are owner-occupiers though it is 
difficult to verify this.  In some ways it is more 
difficult to access records of the situation today 
than it is to access records from Victorian times.   

Many farmhouses are now merely residential 
properties with little or no connection to the land 
around them.  From observation, it would 
appear that only Grange Farm, Brook Hall Farm, 
Rookery Farm, Moore’s Farm and Poplar Farm 
are truly ‘working farms’ where the farmers live 
and work within the parish or within 
neighbouring parishes. 

Farms have almost certainly grown in size 
so that there are fewer individual holdings.  
Even so, there are more than a dozen separate 
farming units operating in Felsham as the map 
below indicates.  The day of the small farm is 
definitely over and the sad wistfulness of Mills 
West’s description of the “Little Farm Lost” is 
easily dismissed as mere nostalgia for a world 
that cannot be re-created.   

 
… lt was the sort of farm that nowadays one 

only encounters in dreams. For one thing it was only 
53 acres and technically was scarcely a farm at all in 
size. Yet it had all the varied qualities of those days 
when the countryside was honeycombed with small 
farms and holdings. lt was of course, 'mixed' and 
ingenuously unaware of such a thing as 
specialization. It carried a stock of pigs and a few 
goats and four cows, with flocks of wandering hens 
and geese, all supported by small meadows of 
permanent grass and areas of arable crops that 
would seem laughably small and uneconomic by 
today's standards. On these 53 acres there were no 
fewer than 12 enclosures of land - tiny fields and 
paddocks of unending variety and interest, grouped 
about the farm house and buildings… 
 

(From East Anglian Tales by H Mills West, Countryside Books 
1983 pp144-146.) 

 
That said, we have witnessed during the 

last few years a revival in local animal 
husbandry.  ‘Apple Tree Holding’ has 
successfully established itself as a small farm 
using the same land south of the church that 
was rented from the Felsham Charity by William 
Kinsey in Victorian times. 

Field sizes have grown as arable cultivation 
has come to dominate the landscape.  This has 
been accompanied by the inevitable grubbing up 
of hedges to permit easier access to the land by 
increasingly larger and larger machinery. 
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Map of Felsham showing land holdings in 2010 based on published material and casual observation.  It has to be stressed that the 

records are patchy and the map only provides a rough and ready indication to provide a comparison with the situation 200 years ago
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