
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Geographically, Felsham is situated at the headwaters of the Rattlesden River, which is a 
western tributary of the Gipping flowing towards Stowmarket.  Its landscape typology can be 

described as that of a gently sloping valley on medium clay soils. 
Historical maps and aerial photographs can reveal how the local landscape on this typical rolling 

valley clay-land has changed over the centuries. 

An estate map for Felsham Hall Farm was drawn up in 1729 
and shows the pattern of field boundaries and land use which 
existed at the time.  Meadow [dark green], pasture [light 
green] and arable land [brown] are all shown.  The names of 
the fields also indicate land use: for example, “Calves Pightle 
Meadow” and “Old Clover Field”.  Bradfield Wood which extends 
along the western and northern side of the farm, and which is 
medieval in origin, would have had a considerable impact on 
farm activities.  “Alder Field” and “Sawpit Field” indicate that 
wood was important to the farm economy.  The farmstead itself 
was surrounded by a moat with an adjoining [fish?] pond. 

As with the Estate Map, the Tithe map of 1838 reveals the 
characteristics of “mixed farming” with a balance between 
grass and arable.  The map also shows a pattern of trees 
within areas of pasture – probably alder growing in damp 
areas which were inadequately drained.  A few fields have 
been combined but there has been little substantial change in 
the field pattern over more than a hundred years.  The 
watercourse running in a north-easterly direction through the 
meadows eventually flows in to the Rattlesden River. 

This recent aerial photograph reveals how the “mixed farm 
economy” of the earlier centuries has been replaced by 
“agri-business” farming practices.  The twenty or so small 
fields that made up the farm in 1729 have now been 
replaced by six large fields.  Meadows and pasture have 
disappeared except for residues around the farmstead.  In 
2010 three arable crops predominate: rape, wheat and 
sugar beet.  Within the farm most hedges have been 
removed.  Hedge-line trees are few and far between.  One 
solitary oak remains on the footpath between the Rape and 
Sugar beet fields.  The footpath that runs from the 
farmstead west towards the woods roughly follows the line 
of field boundaries that no longer exist. 

Felsham Hall Farm as shown on the Tithe 
Map of 1838.  Reproduced by kind permission 
of Suffolk Record Office [Bury St Edmunds] 

 

Felsham Hall Farm as shown on the OS map 
of1905.  Reproduced by kind permission of 
Suffolk Record Office [Bury St Edmunds] 

Felsham Hall Farm as shown on Google Earth.   

 

Felsham Hall Farm as shown on the Tithe 
Map of 1838.  Reproduced by kind permission 
of Suffolk Record Office [Bury St Edmunds] 

 
Estate map of Felsham Hall Farm 1729.  Reproduced by 
kind permission of Suffolk Record Office [Ipswich] 

Felsham Hall Farm as shown on Google Earth.   

 
Felsham Hall Farm as shown on Google Earth.   

By the beginning of the 20th century, the fields are 
beginning to be combined and, probably, only vestiges of 
pasture remain.  [No land-use data is available.]  The 
footpaths and tracks provided access for farm workers and 
villagers to different parts of the farm and to the wood 
beyond.  Access to the sawpits and the alder carr outcrops 
would have led to well-trodden paths being created.  
Similarly, the poor people of Felsham may well have used 
the paths leading to the Rector’s Glebe Wood, on the 
south-west boundary of the farm, to gather firewood. 

Felsham’s changing countryside:  
Felsham Hall Farm over the centuries 
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