
 
 
  

The Origins of English Field-names 
Some examples from Felsham Hall Farm, 1838  

Butt Field.  In general, 
this was land which 
was formerly irregular 
shaped end-pieces of 
the medieval common 
field.  (However, it may 
be land used for 
practicing archery). 

Dove House Close.  This suggests that a 
Dovecote was positioned nearby.  The 
dovecote was an important feature of the rural 
economy from the 13th century onwards.  It was 
often a substantial building, and so would be a 
kind of landmark that would provide an obvious 
designation for a Close [an enclosed field]. 

Glebe Wood.  A “glebe” 
was an area of land 
belonging to a benefice that 
was farmed (or leased out) 
by a parish priest. The 
priest was entitled to retain 
the glebe for his own use, 
e.g. by farming the land, or 
he could let it to generate 
income. A glebe wood 
presumably provided 
building material and wood 
for fuel. 

Old Clover Field.  As a 
cultivated crop, clover was an 
essential element of the 
Agrarian Revolution; its 
utilisation owed much to the 
work of Sir Richard Weston in 
the mid-17th century.  He 
introduced from Flanders a crop 
rotation scheme based on 
clover, flax and turnips. 

Alder.  Three fields adjoining the medieval Bradfield Wood may well have 
contained small outcrops of alder.  The fields may have been damp and 
poorly drained because alder thrives best in moist and even marshy habitats, 
where its brushwood builds up a bed known as a “carr”.  The timber was 
much used for clog-making as well as for the production of charcoal. 

Sawpit Fields.  It is hardly surprising to find field names 
referring to sawpits near woods.  The longitudinal cutting of 
large pieces of timber was only possible in the days before 
power saws by placing one of the wielders of the two-handed 
saws below ground level in a pit designed for the purpose. 

Hunt’s Pasture.  This may well have been 
the field where the Hunt gathered before 
setting off for the chase.   

 

Main Source of text: John Field: “English Field Names – a dictionary”, 1972 Map: Felsham Hall Farm as shown on the tithe map of 1838 

Pightle.  A small enclosed 
piece of land. One Suffolk 
interpretation has it 
corrupted to Piddle, hence 
the expression ‘a piddling 
something’, meaning a very 
little. [?] 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnip

