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Felsham Allotments: Rules and Regulations, 1838 

 

During the Swing riots of 1830-32, the desperate poor 
destroyed machines, set fire to barns and hayricks, and 
marched to demand higher wages.  The provision of 
allotments was an attempt by enlightened landowners to 
give farm labourers a personal interest in cultivating the 
land.  In Felsham, like most other parishes in Suffolk, a 
tenant was expected to agree to abide by a set of 
CONDITIONS before he could start digging his allotment. 

 

 

CONDITIONS 
 
1. The rent to be paid punctually on Old Michaelmas Day; half the rent 

to be paid in advance. 

2. The land to be cultivated with the spade only, and to be well 

manured and no dogs to be brought upon the ground. 

3.  No crop to occupy more than half the allotments, (as laid out in the 

plan) and a third of the allotments to be with corn every year. 

4. No work to be done on the allotments on Sundays. 

5. No tenant is to re-let or exchange any part of his allotment 

6. The tenants must agree to prevent depredations on each others 

allotments. 

7. Every kind of encroachment to be strictly avoided; and should any 

individual be guilty of theft or other misdemeanour, he will be subject 

to an immediate ejectment, without the slightest remuneration for 

labour or planting. 

8. Any tenant to assist in detecting and convicting persons who may 

be guilty of destroying or injuring property. 

9.  As the object in letting this land is to improve the conditions of the 

occupiers; and being convinced that it is impossible to do those any 

real or lasting good who live irreligiously, it is required of all the 

tenants that they, with their families, attend the Parish Church 

regularly; and endeavour through God’s help, to live in all things as 

becometh Christians. 

Remember, all the above conditions are so necessary, that 
they who wilfully break them will not be permitted to hire 
their allotments again; and those who do not cultivate their 
land properly, will be required to give it up. 
 
I,   William OsbournWilliam OsbournWilliam OsbournWilliam Osbourn agree to hire of the Feoffees of Felsham, from the         

11111111thththth  Day of October, 18 39393939  to the   11111111thththth     day of October 18 40404040 a Plot of 

Land containing oneoneoneone quarter of an Acrequarter of an Acrequarter of an Acrequarter of an Acre more or less, at ten shillingsten shillingsten shillingsten shillings    

Rent, subject to the above conditions. 

Signed  [unreadable]                                                                                                            [unreadable]                                                                                                            [unreadable]                                                                                                            [unreadable]                                                                                                            

in the presence [unreadable][unreadable][unreadable][unreadable] 

 

Old Michaelmas Day falls on 
October 11th (October 10th 
according to some sources).  
Presumably, this date was 
chosen because the main crops 
on the allotment would have been 
harvested by this date. 

Spade husbandry is stipulated, 
[i.e. no ploughing] presumably 
so that tenants would not 
compete with farmers.  
Perhaps, it was also thought 
that digging would keep 
tenants gainfully employed for 
longer. 
Many tenants would have fed 
produce to their pigs and 
chickens, and they would have 
provided copious manure.  On 
some allotments manure such 
as lime was supplied by 
landlords. 

Rules about what can be grown on 
allotments are common.  Potatoes and 
wheat would have been the most 
important crops from 1793 onwards.  
Peas, beans, barley and cabbage 
would also be grown. (No plan of the 
allotments appears to have survived). 

“Bad behaviour” would lead 
to expulsion.  In some 
parishes, “good behaviour” 
was sometimes rewarded 
with prizes.  Community life 
on the 19th century allotment 
was probably as lively as it 
can sometimes be today. 

Are tenants being asked to spy on 
each other?  This was a time of 
considerable agricultural unrest: 
rioting, arson and machine breaking 
were regular occurrences.  The 
invention of the “safety match” 
made incendiarism a more practical 
option for the disaffected! 

The provision of allotments 
was regarded as an incentive 
for keeping the poor on the 
“straight and narrow”.  
Attendance at Sunday [C of E] 
worship was required. 

Rector of Hessett [1844]: “I firmly believe 
the allotment system has promoted the good 
order and comfort of the poor.  Instead of 
being assembled together in the streets, or 
drinking in the public house, you may see 
them almost every fine evening upon their 
allotments or returning from them with a well 
filled basket of wholesome vegetables.” 

William Osbourn was a farm 
labourer.  In 1838 he was 27 
years old, with a wife and 
three children, aged 7, 5 
and 1. [Source: 1841 Census] 

Plot size of allotments in 
Suffolk was dictated by the 
interests of the landlords 
rather than the desires of 
the tenants, twenty to forty 
rods being the norm.  One ¼ 
of an acre = about 40 rods. 

The trustees of charities often 
supplied allotments.  It was 
hoped that allotments would help 
keep workers “off the parish”. 

Ten shillings was the average 
weekly wage for a farm labourer 
at this time.  Do we pay the 
equivalent of our weekly wage to 
rent an allotment every year 
today? 


